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CP We had laid aside prepared copy enough for the 
present number to fill two sheets—but only publish one, 
closely filled, however, 





SC FPin further demonstration of the entire fidelity 
that we intend to observe in all such things, we copy 
from the ‘*Globe’’ a new arraignment of the vice presi- 
dent for an alleged plot against the president of the 
United States—though apprehending that it may furnish 
a very unpleasant supply of new matter, concerning 
suhjects which have so much burthened our pages, and 
with which, we think, that the public is entirely wearied. 
We also insert a statement from the ‘‘Raleigh Register,”’ 
published at the request of Mr. Branch, which will 
excite considerable interest in those who have read 
Mr. Eatows “reply.” It corrects an important mis- 
take. We are prepared to receive yet new matters for 
controversy, and expect two of a very explosive cha- 
racter—but not immediately, we hope—out of regard to 
our oppressed pages! 





5 #” The general convention of the friends of domes- 
tic industry, to be held at New York on the 26th inst. 
promises to be very numerous and respectable. Mary- 
land will be fully represented, 





C#The New York Whig of the ith instant publish- 
ed the *‘Address of the National Anti-masonic conven- 
tion,” lately held at Baltimore. It makes nearly nine 
columns of that paper. We shall make room for it 
speedily. 

6c The editor of a small weekly journal, published 
in the western country, has commenced the ‘*Calhoun 
correspondence,” and promises to give all the papers 
that shall appertain to it! The editor of another paper 
culculates that this will be a two year’s job-—supposing 
that the correspondence should end with major Eaton’s 
reply. But from what we see and hear, there is no pre- 
sent hope of a termination to it. Many quires of inked- 
paper are yet to rush into controversy! We shall en- 
deavor tu “go the whole.” 





SC The “free trade convention,” which met at Phi- 
ladelphia on the 30th Sept. adjourned on Friday evening 
last, the 7th Oct. stne die—leaving much of its business 
in charge of a residuary committee. We have brought 
up the journal of proceedings and inserted the ‘address 
to the people of the United States,” reported by Mr. 
Berrien and adopted without amendment, 158 to 29. 
The address is an ingenious paper, well calculated for 
effect---but not powerlal, we think, because of its argu- 
ments or facts. [ts distinguishing characteristic is---che 
unconstitutionaliiy of the protecting laws; which was 
never suspected until the tederal government was more 
than thirty years old and hundreds of acts had been un- 
wittingly passed, which remain as standing monuments 
against the new doctrines of the south. And even yet, 
it seems, that a ship of the line may be sent to the fur- 
thermost verge of the ocean to protect the cargo of an 
American shallop venturing so tar, and that the army 
of the United States may be collected and stationed at 
certain points to protect property in slaves and keep it 
in order, both which we think **necessary and proper:”’— 
but still, no law can be passed, or regulation made, which 
has tor its purpose the protection of the farmers and 
other free laboring persons in the United States, unless 
also engaged in fureign commerce, or in some way inte- 
rested or connected with the condition and proceedings 
of the slave ae ew Why may not navigation and 
commerce, and property in slaves, as well be left to 
“regulate themselves,” as the growth of wheat and 


The yeas and nays on the unconstitutionality of the 
tariff laws are not given*—but Virginia, the Carolinas 
and Alabama had 118 votes in the convention—and, at 
the head of them stood a judge of the United States, 
VOLUNTEERING an opinton that the national legislature 
had VIOLATED THE CONSTITUTION! In ordinary times, 
this proceeding would not escape severe reprehension. 
We are glad, however, that the question is brought to a 
tangible point—which indeed, is the only one worth spe- 
cial notice in the address, for it is common enough in its 
remarks on “things in general”’—and we shall now une 
derstand that the 30 per cent. duty extended to the makers 
and manufacturers of leather, furs and skins, wood, vae 
rious metals and earths, and to mechanics in general, as 
well as the duties upon wool and woollens, &c. are all 
unconstitutional and must be abolished, or else—a small 
minority of the people will put the large majority ‘to 
rights:”’ and this is the only “free trade’? which has yet 
been expounded tor the public use, by this ‘free wade 
convention!”? We shall see the end on’t. The majori« 
ty will not submit a revision of the tariff to those who 
stand pledged to destroy it. If amended, it must be so 
only by the hands of friends. Much may be yielded in 
a spirit of harmony, but nothing to force; and hence we 
think that the convention has done much to prevent 
what it ostensibly met to accompiish—and to strengthen 
tiiose whom it was designed to weaken; and give to the 
friends of protection a most powerlul weapon, seemng 
that the original construction of the constitution is de- 
cidedly with them, and has never yet been set aside, but 
sanctioned, by repeated acts and decisions of the le- 
g slative, judicial and executive uuthorities of the country, 
tor a period of more than forty years; and surely some- 
thing much stronger than the simple opinion of a meete 
ing of persons, constituted as the “tree trade conven- 
tion” was, may be required to do away principles so 
long established and unhesitatingly acted upon. We 
shall hereafter give a list of the names of the delegates, 
and, as far as practicable, affix the places of their resi- 
dence, that the torce of this movement may be the bet- 
tcr understood, 

Mr. Sarchet, we see, made a communication to the 





convention concerning iron. It would have looked quite 
as well if that body had preferred the testimony of an 
American citizen. We expect, however, to publish his 
communication with the proceedings of the residuary 
committee, 

Much remark is invited on several matters pertaining 
to this address—but we have not room to indulge it, 
The editors of the **National Intelligeucer,” as if in mae 
liciousness, have just published «#n entire copy of the firsé 
petition to congress to protect manufactures, adopted at 
Baltimore and presented ilth April, 1789; among the 
signers of which was Samnel Smith, at present one of 
the senators from Maryland. Jt ‘*goes the whole.” 


*In New York, it seems, they have the names of the 
delegates from that city who voted on this question—-as fole 
low: 

For striking out the argumentative part of the address 
relative to the unconstitutionality ot the tariff. 
Ayes—Messrs. Goodhue, Gallatin, Merecin, Stevens, 
Carow, Boorman, Griswold, Swan, Ring, Trimble, 
Lorillard, King, Russel, B: onson, Heard, Siillwell—16 
Noes—Messrs. Fish, Leonard, Bergh, Kneeland—4, 
On the final passage of the address:— 

Ayes— Messrs. Lorillard, Leonard, Fish, Bergh, Bron- 
son, Goodhue, Heard, Kneeland—8. 

NVoes—Messrs. Mercein, Stevens, Carow, Boorman, 
Griswold, Swan, Ring, Trimble, Gallatin, King, Rus- 
sell, Stillwell—12. 

It is thought that the minority violated the instruction 
of the meeting, at which they were appcinted—which 








manufacture of blankets? 
Vor. XLL—No. 10, 


confined their doings to a ‘‘modificution” of the tariff, 


(Vor. XLL Wuoxz No. 1,047 
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Tus CoNsTiTurton. ‘The ‘*Pennsylvania Whig” 
says that a protecting tariff has been pronounced consti- 
tutional by George Washington, John Adams, Thomas 
Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, John Quincy 

dams and Andrew Jackson, (being the whole line of 
presidents of the United States). by Benjamin Frank- 
lin and Alexander Ha»ilton; by the two distinguished 
chief justices of the United States, Jn Juy and John 
Marshall; by Henry Clay, John C. Cathoun, Daniel 
liebster, William Wirt, Henry Baldwin, Richard Rush 
and Ald: rt Gallatin. But what a list of names might 
be added, if disposed to array them!—such us De Wiit 
Clinton, Simon Snyder and Oliver Wolcott, first rate 
practical statesmen, and William Lowndes, one of the 
ablest and best of men. Indeed, we might introduce 
the name of every distinguished person who had a part 
in framing or adopting the constitution, or was a mem- 
ber of congress at any time between 1789 and 1822, 
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especially of the white laboring classes—those who 
every where must bear “the burthen and the heat of the 
day.”? These cannot be spared—the prejudice against 
such labor has much thinned their ranks, severe military 
duty will be added, and a general departure will ensue 

when to these strong inducements is superadded the 
overwhelming consideration of personal safety. The va- 
rious censusses teach anjimportant lesson in this respect, 
and, with regard to the districts of country referred to 
and the next numbering of the people resident in them, 
will unfold new and awful causes for alarm, unless, anid 
with a strong hand, the evil is grasped—and, in some 
way, relieved, Free labor and slave labor cannot 
abide together. In preferring the latter, as a governor 
of South Carolina has publicly done, the former secks » 
new location in which it is protected or HONORED; and 
hence the one becomes stronger and stronger as the 
other becomes weaker and weaker—and danger increas- 








when the notion of unconstitutionality was, we believe ing as the means of resisting it are dimimished. Sucais 
Jjirst started. Nay, we suspect that the eautious Mar- THE TRUTH—and it will reach the heart and home of evVvie 
tin Van Buren stands fully “committed” on this sub- | ry one interested, through sober reflection, or in fright- 


jeet, and even the ultras—the late William B. hk, | 
and present erratic minister for St. Petersburg, John 

Randolph, ave not free from an admission of the prm- 
ciple. Indeed, we suppose that no leading statesman or 
prominent politician, unless he has jumped into impor- 
tance in the Ist ten years, stands ‘*uncommitied,” no 
matter in what part of the United States le may be 
found, against this ‘free trade convention!’ QO, that 
we hada file of the ‘*Richmond Enquirer” from 1806 
to 1814, and since! But, perhaps, a file may be accessi- 
ble in Richmond —and if so, we shall much thank our 
friend the editor of the ‘*Whig,” if he will look to an 
account of a celebration of the 4th of July in that city, 
in 1807, 8 or 9, most probably, at which a certsin govern- 
or of Virginia, (if we are not much mistaken), exposed 
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ful necessity. 
now armed—h:urrassed with watchings and excited b 

every idle rumor that fear puts forth—and thousands of 
mothers, while trembling for their own safety, press 
their infants more closely to their bosoms, feeling that 


‘selves, 
its extent, though the slaughter was horrible), will re- 


Thousands of our fellow citizens are 


what bappened in Southampton may happen to them- 
‘Lhe character of that transaction, (more than 


main impressed on the heart long after time shall have 
cicatrized the wounds inflicted by the massacre of un- 
offending women and children; and have a powerful ten- 
dency to furnish additional causes for fresh atrocities— 
for that those proceedings of the slaves in Virginia and 
North Carolina, will bring about a more severe treat- 
ment of the people of color, must needs be expected: 


himself without a coat, that the people might see and | they will be denied many little privileges and perqui- 
rejoice in the beautiful SUIRT that he wore of Ameri- | Sites which they enjoyed, and the elements of insurrec- 
ean manutacture! Let us have the whole—with all the | tion be mercased by unaccustomed restraimt, anda know- 
patriotic remarks of Mr. Ritchie on that “momentous | ledge of the fact that thew power is feared—which, of 


a. ie 
crisis.’’* 
eibettin 


‘TRE SLAVE QUESTION. It cannot be disguised that the 


all things, should be conecaled trom them, Such is the 
natural progress of events, It is with unteigned regret 
that we notice them—but, as before observed, the great 


great question concerning persons of color, in all the | Question Is foremg itselt on the public consideration, and 


states suuth of the Susquebannsh, is rapidly forcing it- 
self upon the public consideration. The late awful 
twagedy enacted in Virgmia,t and the detection of an 
extensive and organiz-d plan to bring about desolation 
and massacre m North Carolina—which, it may be 
awiully beleved, was not altogether confined to slaves 
in that state—has infected the mmds of tens of thousands 
of persons with a quivering sensibility on the subject, 
and destroyed the peace of those who lived in seeming 
security on the brink of a dark and reckless volcano, 
ready to burst upon and overspread them with a lava ot 
blood. In this extinguishment of the tancied safety of 
the white population, what must follow? The already 


small comparative numbers of such in the ‘tide. water 
counties” will be quickly reduced, in the prompt removal 
of most individuals not interested in slave-property, and 





*A “republican” address was issued at Richmond in 
1808, signed by William H. Cabell, William Wirt, 
William Fouchee, sen. Peyton Randolph and Thomas 
Ritchie, earnesily culling the attention of the people to 
We make one extract by way 


dumestice manulactures, 
of a specimen; 


“Perhaps it is no wild suppusition to conceive, that 
even if the present attacks on our trade should blow 
over, Congress may adopt the policy of encouraging our 
own manufactures, by rather higher duties on the im- 
To keep ourselves from be- 
ing altogether dependent on Europe tor clothing, congress 

MAY <f—1§ adopt this course, il they should disco- 
ver from the experience of the intermediate time hat we 
have really the inclination and the BL} sjurut to clothe 


ported articles of Europe. 


vursetves.”” Bravissimo—hurnan! 


Here 13 no doubt expressed of the want of constitu. 


tional power!—on the contrary, it is directly assumed! 


+ What may not be expected it another like occurence 
shall take place! It is teartul to think oi the begimuing 


or ending ot it. 
2 


effects will follow—no matter how revolting it is to con- 
‘template them, Let then the soundest heads and best 
| hearis of the nation, be engaged to build up some prac- 
ticable project which shall, at once, afford the hope of 
security to white persons and extend the prospect of an 
amchorated condition to the slaves—and give the batter 
new motives to do well, in leu of that which, it is to be 
apprehended, they will be pretty generally deprived ol— 
j the opportunity of religious mstruction; which, though 
| it may have afforded fitting seasons for bad men to do 
miscliel, has, probably, had a powertul effeet to sotten 
asperities of temper, and better reconcile thousands to 
present suffering in the hope of a happy future. ‘This 
is HO Lime for the pressure of speculative opinions, with 
threats of “nuilifcation’”? supported ‘tin arms?’?—tor 
there is a really existing evil which requires the wriited 
energy of all, to exUuguish or keep down-—and to which 
we are assured that those not immediately interested 
will contribute their full proportion of means——sorrow- 
ing tor the oceasion, but gladly extending even to ‘‘nul- 
Iificators” the best evidence of a kind and gencruus 
nauonal feeling, and a sacred regard for the welfare of 
the wiole American people—which we desire may al- 
ways be the **American system.” 

While reflecting on ticese matters, we received a letter 
from w distinguished gentleman of North Carolina (of a 
late date), from which we take leave to give an extract, 
as follows: 

‘*i regret exceedingly that people of the south—ma- 
ny of our most inteiligent men, should be so far carried 
away with mere sound and declamation agamst the pro- 
lective system, as to condcmn it without that patient in- 
vesugstion which the subject deserves. It would seem 
that the curse of slavery has blinded our eyes to the 
true interest of our country. If any question of policy 
cap be so tortured as to have a bearing inimical to slave- 
ry, it would seem that there was a determination to cp- 
pose it, right or wrong. We are, sir, in this section of 
vur county, in an unenviable situation, By the eaelu- 
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sive encouragemen 
white men are driven away from our towns; and, when 
the insurrectionary spirit of slaves manifests itself, 
we feel our want of them—and, as a consequence, the 
general government is called upon for assistance. t am 
one of those who do not believe we stand in need of any 
foreign aid as yet; but I cannot say, that, if the present 
policy is pursued much further, the day will not come 
when we shal/ need it. The subject of slavery is a de- 
licate one for a southerner to touch upon; but itis ove 
that we must sooner or later come to, [am therefore 
fully of op-nion, that the sooner we begin to discuss it, 
the better for ourselves. {tis true, the present genera- 
tion may not expect to be relieved from this burtien; 
but, if we act wisely, our posterity may escape the 
curse, 
gradual seale of emancipation of their slaves; and, ef- 
fectually to free us of them, the arm of the general go- 


vernment should be extended, to assist in removing them | 
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Mone or ir. A plot has been discovered among the 
slaves of the island of Tortola, to fire the town and make 
an indiscriminate slaughter of all the white inhabitants. 
A want of concert among themselves seems have caused 
a disclosure of their terrible project. Relief had been 
sent {rom St. Thomas, though Tortola is a British island, 





Pennsytyanra. The election in Philadelphia city and 
county has resulted in the success of what is called the 
‘‘Demoeraticitickev” by a considerable majority, There 
is some new division or organization of parties that we 
do not understand. “he Democratic ticket in the city 
is headed by Joseph Hemphill, and prevailed by a ma- 
jority of about 1,000 votes, and a large majority for the 
“Jackson and Woll”? ticket was obtained in the county; 
on the resultof which the **American Sentinel,’’ late **ot- 
ficial,” claims a splendid victory over the “Inquirer,” 
which is the present ‘tofficial,’’ and, besides, there were 
working meu’s tickets, 





ee eae 


as they become free. Iam convinced that a temperate | 
discussion of this subject would lead to beneficial re- | 
sults. Your /egister holds a conspicuous place among | 
the publications of our country; and if you were to ade | 
vocate this subject, | am of the belief that you would be } 
useful to the cause of humanity and justice.” 

Such are the opinions of a friend in North Carolina-—a | 
gen'leman who, as we believe, has a large stuke in the | 
matters referred to. We would gladly dceserve the com- | 
pliment paid us, and will cheerfully co-operate by all 
tie means that we have—but to take a Jead m such sub- 
jects, belongs to giant minds and lofty influences over | 
public epinion, ‘There are men whose voices would be 
heard--whose sound sense and established patriotism 
would reach many of the most obdurate aud compel 
them to reflect, under an awful assurance of events that 
must flow from an adherence to the prescut state of 
things. But still, certain “would not believe though 
ene arose from the dead,” to admonish them——lor there 
are some whs must fcel betore they will reasoz. 

In making these general remarks we do not wish to 
be understood as in any manver interfering with what) 
are called “southern interests.’? We wish the south to | 
take the lead ip this matter, feeling willing to lollow in | 
any reasonable plan that miy be devised, to peotect and | 
secure the safety of our brethren; and, on that account, 
heartily approve of the late orders for the removal of 
certain companies of the army of the United States 
southward—-PROTECTION being a paramount duty in the 
general government, whether applied to the persons or | 
property of the republic, 

Acirations. The lower part of the state of Dela- 
ware and the adjacent parts of the Eastern shore of Mary- 
land, have been much ag tated by apprehensions of a ser- | 
vile insurrection, and a good many persous of color, 


\ 











were arrested---many expresses sent off for arms and) 


men, and awtul reports were heaped upon one another by 
fear! There does not appear to have been the least fuun- 
dation for this excitement—but the ease with which it 
was worked-up shews a most unhappy state of sovicty. 
The manufacturers of news killed one whole tamily— 


who, it seems, were amazed at finding themselves dead— | 


in the papers, 


— 





*As a case in point we shall mention the following. 
A young and industrious mechanic, with his wife, not 
long since proceeded to a small town in the south, with 
the hope of bettering his condition, His wife, a good 
Lookiwg and thrifty young woman, sgreeably to her jormer 
habits, took ber bucket to the pump or well for water, 
[t was observed, and she was told that she must not do 
so—it was a business only fitting for negroes; but she 
had no servant, nor did she think that the condition of 
her husband jastufied her in employing another to do 
what she could do herself; but, to make a long story 
short, the result was—that certain ladies, jetious of the 
honor of their sex and color, so arranged (his important 
matter, that the water she needed was always brought 
into her house by a slave, and the exposure of her per- 
son, as a working woman, thus avoided! This is a plain 
representation of an event which really huppened. lt 
is worth a volume of speculation. ' Ep. Reo. 











Detaware. The late election in this state has re- 
sulicd as usual, except with an increased majority of 
votes in favor of the “National Republican” party, 





Juvexw Mansuatt,. Many marks of kindness and re- 
spect have been extended to the venerable chief justice 
of the United States since he arrived at Philadelphia, of 
some of which we shall preserve an account in humble 
tribute to his worth. When he visited the ‘*Free Trade 
convention,’ the delegates rose en masse to receive 
him—nuli/ficators, antt-25th-seciion-men, und all! 





Mr. Ranpotru. ‘Vhe minister extraordinary, Joun 
RaNvOLrPH, who was sent with a roving commission to 
St. Petersburgh, has returned in the Hannibal. As he 
has not been ear his post since the cholera has prevail- 
ed in Russia, he will not, we presume, be subjected to 
quarantine. [M. YY. American. 





Me Winr. The newspapers teem with speculations 
and remarks on the nomimation of this gentleman for 
the presidency, by the * National Anti-Masonic convene 
tion” which lately metin Baltimore; and we have thought 
that, if room could be allowed, much amusement, and 
some instruction, might be afforded in presenting a fair 
selection of the various and conflicting views offered to 
the public consideration; but we fear to open our pages 
to discussions of such dllimiiable extent as this subject 
promises, We were surprised at the nomination of 
Me. Wirt--at his acceptance of the nomination-—at the 
manner and matter of that acceptance, and more espe- 
cially at its ratification by the convention, We havea 
high personal respect for Mr. Wirt——but do not think 
that his opinions concerning internal improvements and 
domestic industry are exactly those entertained by the 
friends of the “American System”’—we see, however, 
that, in that great manufuctory of **democrats” and **fee 
deralists’’—the **Albany Argus,” (the head of which, as 
we long since heard, was once crowned with a “bluck- 
cockade”’), he has been called an “old school federalist,” 
and “iu Virginia was arranged against the demoeracy in 
those days when J&rreRSON was ut the head of the re- 
publican party.”? Now, if this bea sin, Mr. Wirt, sure- 
ily, is one of the last men that will have to account for 
i! He was intimate in the family ot Mr. Jefferson, in 
youthful lite—and no one surpassed him in the private 
and public esteem which he entertained for the character 
and services of the author of the declaration of inde- 
pendence. It the term may be used without disrespect 
io Mr. Wirt—he was one of Mr. Jerrerson’s particular 
pets, because of his carly developement of talent, and 
ardent devotion to the “democracy of those days,”— 
which he powerfully defended by speaking and writing, 
being eminent in both, 


| 
\ 
/ 
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—— 


‘*BALANCE OF TRADE.” We made a few remarks 
about money in our last paper. We much fear the state- 
ment is true, that the revenue from importations will 
amount to 50 millions tor the present year. This amount 
of revenue, because of the quantity of free articles, must 
/represent a consumption, (or in other words, an excess 
| of importations of foreign goods over the exportations 
| ot them), of at least 100 mullions of dollars—the value 
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of the domestic articles exported Jast year was only 59 
millions, and if the profits cn labor, subsistence and ea- 
pital employed in navigation, be added—the aggregate 
value cannot have exceeded 70 m Ilions; so that, if the 
exports of the present year shall not be greater than the 
Jast, there will be a general deficiency of 30 millions— 
and how shall that mighty sum be settled? In part, by 
losses on forced sales of goods, because of their surplus 
quantity-—in part by bankruptcies, and the remainder in 
coin. 
Woot. We mentioned in our last, that the price of 
Ameriean wool ranged from 50 to 70 cents per Ib. but 
have since observed that the quotations in Baltimore, 
(which, however, is not a great wool market) are from 
85 to 58—the quality, perhaps, being generally interior 
to the product of the more northern states. From the 
large quantities that we see advertised, a further decline 
in price must be expected. The speculations which we 
spoke of last spring, have had the re-action which every 
rudent man, (out of the vortex of their operation), plain- 
y foresaw must take place—and this has been aided by 
heavy importations, notwithstanding the efficient duty on 
wool. Such things are always injurious. But we hope 
that the wool-growers, generally, thougit as we did, and 
realized the highest price for their crops, by early sales. 
To assist the further reduction in price, money has be- 
come ‘‘scaree”—and no small proportion of the exces- 
sive quantity of British woollens recently imported must 
be ‘thammered-off at auction,” to ‘‘raise the wind,” and 
pay British debts. The price of toreign and domestic 
cloths has much declined. 








ANCIENT PRICES IN ENGLAND. In the year 1352, 25ih 
Edward III, wages paid to haymekers was Id. per day; 
a mower of meadows 3d. a day, or 5d. an acre; reapers 
of corn in the first week of August, 2d. in the second, 
3d. per day, and so on till the end of August, without 
meat, drink, or other allowance, finding their own tools; 
for threshing « quaiter of wheat or rye, 25d.; a quarter 
of barley, beans, peas or oats, 14:1; a master earpenter 
$d. a day; other carpenters 2d.; a master mason 4d. per 
day; other masons 3d. and their servants 14d. per day; 
tilers Sd, and their *‘knaves” 14d.; thatchers 3d. per 
day, and their knaves 14d.; plasterers, and other work- 
ers of mud walls, and their knaves in like manner, with- 
out meat or drink, and this from Easter to Michelmas; 
and from that time less, according to the direction ot the 
justices. 

In Wilkins’s Leges Saxon, as quoted by Dr. Henry, we 
have prices of various articles in England in the reign ot 
Ethelred, about the year 997, which the learned ductor 


has c#lculated with gicat correctness in money of the 
present time, 


Price of a man or slave £2 16 3 sterling. 
a horse 3% 3 
amare or colt ee. 
an ass or mule 014 1 
an Ox 0 7 O8 
a cow 0 6 2 
a swine 0 1 105 
a sheep oi f 
a goat 0 0 44 


We think it will be agreed, if such were the present 
prices of men and other property, or of labor, in Eugland, 
the people of the United States could not endure a ‘‘/ree 
trade” with England, seeing that uegro-slaves are worth 
from 70 to 100J. sterling each, and a day’s labor, with us, 
cannot be put down at less than 3s. The principle holds 
good, though the difference is reduced. Not less than 
a million of PaAurERS are farmed out in England, for a 
sufficient supply of the coarsest food. Shall the /ree- 
laborers of the United States be brought into comeennes 
with them? Our ‘‘free traders” say so—but the English 
**free traders” will not admit the principle, in respect to 
bread. We have plenty of /and—England prohibits our 
flour and grain: England has plenty of lador,and growls 
about our restrictions, because we do not freely admit 
its productions! Llow vast is the difference between 
mine and thine! U Eogland had the climate and the land 
to grow COTTON—a “lree trader”? woul: be as scarce 
in South Carolina as a knee buckle ever was in the high- 
lands of Scotland. 








o~ ——) 

‘““WORKING MEN.” ‘The celebrated company ot vo- 
lunteers, which marched from Baltimore aud served in 
Canada in the late war, had 110 rank and file—and the 
whole company, two excepted, were mechunics—men 
who stand dishonored because they labor, in some parts 


of the country, though always among the first called 
upon to defend the soil. 


“FREE TRADE!” The Greenville S. C. Mountaineer 
states, that a great number of horses have been diiven 
through that place this season; and that on one day there 
were twelve hundred horses and mules from Kentucky 
and ‘lennessce in that village, The editor marvels how 
so many can be disposed of in that state these hard iimes, 
and conjectures that some of those so greatly opposed 


to buying Kentucky cattle three years since, have relaxed 
a little. 





Exroris From Cuarveston for the year ending Oct, 
1, 18351-- 





Sea island cotton—bales 20,317 
Upland 184,981 
- 205,298 
Same time 1830— 
Sea island 17,463 
Upland 192,304 
o—— 209,767 


Less in the latter year 4,469 bales. 

It the value of foreign export shews the wealth of a 
country or state, South Carolina, with all her com- 
plaints about hard times, is one of the richest countries 
or states in the world, regard being had to the number 
of her citizens, 

Rain roaps. The Albuny Argus contains notiees of 
intended applications to the legislature of the state of 
New York at the session of the ensuing winter, for rail 
roads, the aggregate capitals of which amount to twenty- 
two millions of dollars. All of these projeets are for 
roads between Albany and Buffalo--two of them (to run 
through: the third, from, Buffulo to the Cayuga lake, 
and the fourth, from Uties to the Cayuga lake. 





Washincton. ‘The corporation of this eity has pur- 
chased the uncompleted eanal, and resolved to finish it 
on an enlarged and improved scale. It will form a con- 
tinuation of the Chesapeake and Qhio canal, be 150 
feet wide and 8 feet deep, and terminate on the Eastern 
Branch, an excellent harbor, and well fitted to all the 
purposes of an extensive navigation. By means of this 
canal, the Potomac, as it were, will pass through the city, 
and vessels of considerable burthen discharge their car- 
goes at the stores on the streets. Such a work, inde- 
pendent ol its connexion with the great canal, must add 
much to the business and wealth of the growing metro- 
polis of the union--which, in spite of various adverse 
circumstances, is rapidly increasing in population--and, 
because of its beautiful and advantageous location, abun- 
dant supply of pure water and general healthiness, must 
proceed in improvement, and become a great city—— 
the depot of a large interior and exterior trade, and 
grow in means with the growth of our country, united 
and prosperous—-and abound with industrious and thrif- 
ty men, profitably employed in supplying their own 
mutual wants, and those of the vast number of strangers 
which resort to the seat of the national government. 

We never visit this city without seeing some new 
thing that pleases——but have for some years thought that 
we observed a change in the habits of the people, them- 
selves, which was most agreeable, in an increased atten- 
tion to their several branches of business. A numerous 
and powerful body of producers are growing up--the 
mechanic arts flourish, and the manufacturing are be- 
ginning to follow, with a market at band for the various 
fruits of their industry. ‘These two chiefly make up the 
wealth of cities, commerce being the ‘thand-maid” of 
both. 

‘Trousie A-HEAD! The following is from the honor- 
able Isaac Hill’s ‘‘New Hampshire Patriot,”? and bas 
reference to major Mordecai Manasseh Noah’s paper, 
the ‘*New York Courier and Enguirer.” The U.S. se- 
nator-editor and the U, S, surveyor-editor will probably 
go to war-- 














— 


‘*We regret to see the predictions of the New York 
Standard every day verified, in regard to the transfer of 
interest in a prominent demecratic newspaper establish- 
ment, and the consequent change of conduct in regard 
to the U. S. bank.”’ 

Malt RopReERY. A certain Henry Johnson, employ- 
ed to carry the mail from New York to Elizabethtown, 
N. J. has been arrested for robbing it. It is supposed 
that he had nalifed about 3,000 dollars of other persons 
money. 





‘THE SUBLIME AND BEAUTIFUL.’? From the Wash- 
ington Globe. ‘*Adams can’t raise a leg since he was 
distanced—-Clay is already broken down in Kentucky, 
which ends his efforts east and west. Calhoun has run 
through the girth, and McLean cannot venture on a 
race in which all the rest have been thrown out.”’ 





Bisser oF Ouro. Bishop Chase of the P. E. church 
having resigned the bishoprick of Ohio, the rev. Mr. 
Melivaine,oi New York, lately of Georgetown, Col. has 
been elected in his place, and also to become, ex offcis, 
president of Kenyon college—-some difference about the 
management of which appears to have caused the resig- 
nation of Dr. Chase. Mr. Mellvaine is very bighly 
spoken of as a learned, pious and liberal gentleman. 

Lisperta The following account of the difficulties and 
loss of life that attended the settlement of Virginia, has 
been published to shew the greater comparative progress 
that has been made in building up the colony in Africa— 
which latter may now be regarded as being established, 
i# a moderate degree of protection and care shall be ex- 
tended towards it. Let the healthiness of its location be 
be settled--and the desire of emigration to it will far 
exceed the means furnished to gratily it. 

Ovigin of the ancient dominion. ‘The first attempt to 
plant a colony in the United States was made under the 
auspices Of si Walter Raleigh, to whom queen Eliza 
beth had granted a charter for that purpose. ‘he first 
party consisting of a hundred and ten persons, landed on 
the isiand of Roanoke in 1585. ‘They were found by sir 
Franeis Drake in the following year, reduced to the low- 
est state of distress, and by him, at their request, car- 
ried back to England. In 1587, Raleigh sent out a great 
number of colonists, and when in 1590, three ships were 
sent out, not a vestige of them wastobe found. Raleigh, 
alter expending £40,000, abandoned the enterprize in 
despair. Whether the colonists were murdered, or in- 
corporated with the savages, has never been known. 

Under the auspices of an association to colonize Ame- 
rica, on the 18th of May, 1607, one hundred and five 
men were settled at Jamestown. LBetore the month of 
September, fifty of the company were buried. They 
were soon reduced to thirty-eight persons, determined 
to abandon a country so unfavorable to human life. Soon, 
however, one hundred and fifty persons arrived under 
captain Newport, and the number of the colony was soon 
reduced to sixty persons, and were actually taken on 
board his squadron, and set sail for England, when they 
were met by lord Delaware, who persuaded them to re- 
turn. 

In the year 1624, after more than £150,000 had been 
expended, and more than 9,000 persons had been sent 
from England, its population did not exceed 1,800 per- 
sons. 

.Compare the above with the condition already attain- 
ed by our African colony, and the materials of which it 
has been formed, and it must be admitted that the pro- 
gress and prospects of the latter are eminently encou- 
raging. Nut. Intel. } 


_ THE SWEARING OF THE FLOCK. We find the follow- 
ing in a London paper:—*The right rev. William Knox; 
lord bishop of Derry, is dead; it is the richest see in the 
world, and the right of appomting to it devolves on the 
crown, oron lord Grey. To this bishop, belongs 96,000 
acres of land, and the right of appointing to 52 parishes, 
varying in value from £300 to £2,000 per annum. The 
annual rent of the see is not less than £25,000. It is a 
pres ge in point of wealth, power and influence. The 

ndon Morning Post, foretells that lord Grey will 
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give it either to hon, Richard Ponsonby, his brother-in- 
law, or to Dr. Grey, dean of Hereford, his brother.” 

‘The prognostic of the London Postis confirmed. By 
late advices in the London papers, we perceive that earl 
Grey, the whig premier, has given the see to his brother, 
the dean, ere 

[‘*He that provideth not for his own family, is worse 
than an infidel,” in this season of *‘reform’’—the practice 
of WasuINcTon to the contrary, (in respect to such pro- 
ceedings), notwitstanding. For six or seven of a family, 
to fatten at the public erb, is nothing uncommon—now 
o'days. The ‘shearing of the flock” by the bishop of 
Derry—one man, is many times more valuable than all 
the érumpetted charities bestowcd on the starving popu- 
lation of Ireland. We trust thai the end of all such op- 
pressions is nigh. } 





INDIAN AFFAIRS. The ‘luscaloosa Intelligencer says, 
that **G, S. Gaines, of Demopolis, has been appointed 
special agent of the war department, to superintend the 
collection of the emigrating Choctaws, and their remo- 
val and subsistence as tar as the west bank of the Missis- 
sippi river, from whence captain Clarke of the United 
States army, who has in readiness a number of wagons 
and teams for the purpose, will convey them to their new 
country west of the territory of Arkansas. ‘The govern- 
ment, itis said has offered a bounty in money of ten dol- 
lars per head, for each man, woman and child, who may 
preter to go in their own way, without turther aid from 
the government, than ferriages and provis:ons when pass 
ing depots, payable after their arriving in the new coun- 
try. It is believed that most of those who possess the 
means of removing themselves, will embrace this offer. 

‘The last Milledgeville Journal contains a correspon- 
dence between gov. Gilmer and Mr. Cass, the secretary 
of war, trom which it appears that the president has ap- 
pointed Mr. Carry as U. S. agent, for opening an enrol- 
ment register for such Cherokees within the chartered 
limits ot Georgia, as may be disposed to emigrate beyond 
the Mississippi. ‘Ibe measure is to be pressed with as 
much alaerity as possible. 





Tur Americans. We remark in Kotzebue’s ‘New 
Voyage round the World’’—a jejune book on the whole 
—the following passage— , 

**‘Between Falkland islands and the west of Patagonia, 
we sailed within speaking distauce of a North American 
whaler. The dirty ship, and the crew smeared with 
biubber, had, indeed, a disgusting appearance; but if 
we consider to what toils and dangers these men are ex- 
posed during their voyages, which commonly last sever- 
al years, in the most tempestuous seas, sometimes sail- 
ing about for months without seeing a fish, and suffering 
in the meanwhile from the want of wholesome food, yet 
pursuing their object with invincible perseverance, it is 
impossible to deny them compassion, and even commen- 
dation. The North Americans display an industry snd 
perseverance in their commercial undertakings, which 
is not exceeded even by the English; they are to be met 
with upon every sea, and in the most unfrequented re- 
gions, disdaining nothing, however trivial, from which 
they can derive profit.” 

In his second volume, captaia Kotzebue observes-- 
“The North Americans are such clever sailors, that 
even when drunk they are capable of managing a ship” 
—-an ambidextrous compliment, 

Mrs. Mary Taompson, sister of the famous Cuantes 
Tompson, secretary of the revolutionary congress, died 
at the house of her nephew, John Thompson, esq. at 
Newark, Delaware, on the 20th alt. aged 93 years, 
There were tive brothers and one sister of this family— 
the youngest died at 79, the oldest, Charles, at 95—the 
sum of their ages being 531 years, or an average of 884 
years, 


a 





A Miss Cuirron, educated at Emmitsburg, Mary- 
land, and only 17 years old, has burst upon the play-go- 
ing public of New York, (and they are, or at least ought 
to be, good judges of theatrical excellence) like a meteor, 
in the highest walks of tragedy. Her performance of the 
strong and difficult part of Lady Maebeth, is loudly and 
earnestly applauded. 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THR PRESIDENT. G. A. Mont- 
main, to be surveyor and inspector of the revenue for 
the port of :Bayou, St. John, in the state of Louisiana, 
vice Levapeur, resigned. 

John Smith, to be surveyor and inspector of the reve- 
nue for the port of St. Louis, in the state of Missouri, 
vice James W Moss, resigned. 

Joseph B. Lancaster, to be collector of the customs 
for the district of St. Johns, and inspector of the revenue 
for the port of Jacksonville, in the territory of Florida, 
vice James Dell, deceased. 

Joel M. Smith, to be surveyor and inspector of the re- 
venue for the port of Nashville, in the state of Tennes- 
see, vice Basil Shaw, resigned. 

Samuel Gwin, to be register of the land office, for the 
district of lands subject to sale at Mount Salus, in the 
state of Mississippi, vice Stockly D. Hays, deceased. 

Ogden D. Lengstaff, to be collector of the customs for 
the district of Teche, and inspector of the revenue for 
the port of Franklin in the state of Lousiana, vice Donel- 
son Caffery, resigned. 

(We have not seen it officially stated that Mr. James 
Buchanan, of Pennsylvania, iias been appointed minis- 
ter to Russia, in place of the late ‘* wandering”? Randolph 
—but the *‘official paper,’ the “Globe,” gives an account 
of a visit of the mail contractors at Washington to the 
president, and says that ‘‘the hon. James Buchanan, re- 
cently appointed minister to Russia,” marched in the 
procession of contractors. } 





Tak ENGLIsH REFORM BILL has been so much embar- 
rassed and loaded by various combinations of interests, 
that great fear is entertained of its ultimate passage— 
and, with its failure, many sober-minded men look fora 
terrible convulsion—the present state of privation seem- 
ing only borne by the poorer classes of the people in 





the hope of better times. With the loss of that bill, 
hope will bid England farewell, except in an appeal to 
force. This would appear to be a general opinion—and 


earl Gray has become unpopular, (and most justly, if} 


the fact stated is true], because that he has already put 
members of his family into different places worth not 
Jess than one hundred thousand pounds a year—say hall 
a million of dollars. 


Buirisa cotonies. Documents laid before parlia- 
ment. From the very voluminous and valuable papers 
prepared by Mr. Hume for bis motion to give represen- 
tatives to the colonies, we have the following informa. 
tion:——The British colonies amount in number to thirty- 
seven, exclusive of the British possessions in India. Of 
these there have been captured eleven, ceded four, ob- 
tained by settlement nineteen. ‘The population of these 
colonies is, in North America, 911,229; British Guiana 
and the West Indies, whites, 40,485, free colored peo- 

le, 60,863, slaves, 694,530—totsl, 836,527; crown co- 
onies, whites, 238,588, free colored people, 977,407, 
slaves, including, of course, convicts, 146,899-—total 
1,322,409. ‘The imports from the whole in 1829, in of- 
ficial value, were, £11,508,945; official value of exports, 
£10,777,244. Ships inwards, 2,798, tonnage, 755,575 
ships outwards, 2,977, tonnsge, 1,067,245. 
important data whereby to estimate the value of our 
eolonies. | London paper. 


; 





Tue cnoLena. A Jetter dated St. Petersburg Aug. 
2, says—“ The sickness at St. Petersburg, Lam happy 
to say, was very much better yesterday than ever. 
There were but 40 or 60 eases, and we think in a few 
days it will cease entirely.” 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE “‘THREE DAYS.”? As every 
thing relating to the *tgood Lafayette”’ is interesting to 
Americans, we translate the following from the Paris 
National: 

‘The common opinion was that general LaFayette, 
on sueh a day (July 27th) would occupy a place corres- 
ponding to the conspicuous post he had in our glorious 
revolution; but this ex;ectation proved erroneous, as 
the general contented }imselt with joining his colleagues, 
who attended the ceremony in large numbers, 














**The general, who in entering the pantheon, had been 
received with shouts of **vive Lafayette,’ was, on his re. 
turn, again the object of the same joyous exclamations, 

**National guards, students, workmen, all hastened 
around his earrisge, which would have been drawn b 
the people, the horses having been taken out instantane- 
ously, had not the general’s most earnest entreaties caus. 
ed the latter to be replaced. A multitude of citizens of 
every age and condition formed the cortege of the illus. 
trious veteran, and accompanied him to his dwelling 
every one anxious to see him—to hear his voice—to shake 
hands with him. 

‘‘In passing the artillery of the national guard, a sa. 
lute was fired, The general appeared to be profoundly 
touched by the unequivocal testimony of affeetion of 
which he was continually the object, and all his expres~ 
sions bore evidently the marks of his deep emotions, 
‘The utmost order prevailed throughout the day.” 





Commence. We have received from our correspon. 
dent at Washington, the report of the secretary of the 
treasury, relative to the commerce and navigation of the 
United States during the year ending 30th Sept. 1830, 
The imports during the year amounted to $70,576,920: 
of which, $66,035,739 were imported in American ves- 
sels, and 4,841,181 in foreign. ‘he exports amounted 
to $73,849,508; of which, $59,463,029 were of domestic, 
and $14,387,479 of foreign articles: of the domestic ar- 
ticles, $51,106,189 were exported in American vessels, 
and $8,355,840 in foreign vessels; of the foreign articles, 
$12,776,529 were exported in American vessels, and 
$1,610,950 in foreign vessels; 967,227 tons of American 
shipping entered, and 971,760 cleared from the ports of 
the United States; 131,900 tons of foreign shipping en- 
tered, and 133,436 tons cleared, during the same period. 

‘The registered tonnage, as corrected at the register’s 
office, for the 31st December, 1829, is stated at 650,142; 
the enrolled und licensed tonnage at 508,858, and the 
fishing vessels at 100,796. ‘There were employed in 
the whale fishery 57,284, ‘Total 1,260,797. 

{M. ¥. Jour. Com. 


Curcks——of the offices of the bank of the United States. 
‘The greater part of what are called five and ten dollar 
notes of this bank, are really only checks drawn by the 
ofiices of the several branches on the parent bank. The 
following is from the *‘Baltimore Republican,” 

We mentioned sometime since, that a question had 
been raised in the stute courts of Ohio, as to the legality 
ot the issues of five and ten dollar notes, drawn by the 
branches of the bank of the U. States upon the bank at 
Philadelphia. | 

A person named Cunningham was tried **for having 
in possession certain counterfeit notes, purporting to be 
notes of the president, directors and company of the 
U. States bank—knowing the same to be forged and with 
intent to utter.’? The counsel for the prisoner contend- 
ed that the indictment ought to be quashed, inasmuch as 





the document produced in evidence was not a nole pur- 
poiting to be of the United States bank, but a mere 


yo i check, drawn by the president of the branch bank at 
hese are 


Louisville, countersigned by the cashier—upon the prin- 
| oor cashier of the bank residing in Philadelphia. It 

was agreec, however, that the case should be referred 
to the jury, and the man was convicted. His counsel 
then gave notice that they would move for arrest of 
judgment—and the case lay over ull the 28th ult. 
when, as we learn, by gq letter published in the Globe, 
the motion was made, and the point argued, and it was 
dec:ded by the court that ithe indictment had not been 
sustained, and the prisoner was liberated, 

The arguments used were, that the bank had not legal 
authority for putting into circulation as bank notes, 
those checks—that no note under one hundred dollars 
could be legally made payable to order——that the bank 
had at two different sessions of congress made applica- 
tion for authority to appoint two additional officers to 
sign notes, as the president and cashier could not sign a 
sufficient number of notes for the currency of the coun- 
try—that the request was refused on the ground, that by 
multiplying the signers of notes, facilities woald be 
given to forgeries—-that notwithstanding congress had 
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refused to allow two additional signers, yet the bank 
had increased the number to twenty-five—by the presi- 
dents of the twenty-four branches being authorised by 
the directors to sign notes—that this was an illegal stretch 
of power, unauthorised by the charter, or any other 
jaw--and finally, that there ts no law of the state ol 
Ohio tor punishing any one for having forged checks in 
possession, ; ' 

The decision is of considerable importance to the 
bank and the public. 





FOREIGN NEWS. 

Liverpool dates have been received at New York to 
the 2nd of Sept. inclusive. The French premier M. 
Perrier, had submitted to the chamber of deputies, a 
project of a law abolishing hereditary peerage, and mak- 
ing it eligible for the chambers, by two successive acts of 
legislation, to renew it. He asks for an increase ot the 
army of France to 500,000 men, which involves the im- 
position of more taxes. The French army has com- 
meneed its return from Belgium. 

The reform bill is still pending in the British parlia- 
ment, and it is estimated that it will take three months 
to get through its remaining 40 clauses, at the rate at 
which it proceeds, There is a rumor that the king of 
Belgium had made a requisition on the king of the 
French to let 12,000 of his army remain in that coun- 
try. This earl Grey declared could not be permitted, 
The Poles, if report be true, (but for the love ot 
liberty we feel disposed to doubt it), are in a most 
perilous situation, ‘The reports are, that Warsaw had 
been in the hands of the mob; that the command of the 
army bad been tuken from the brave Schry znecki; that 
many persous had been hung up at the lamp posts by 
order of certain jacobin clubs; that prisoners were mur- 
dered in the jails; that anarchy, confusion and distrust, 
were the order of the day; and in the midst of all these 
untoward circumstances, the Polish army had re- 
treated before the Russians, who had advanced with- 
in five miles of Warsaw. ‘These rumors are supposed 
to be greatly exaggerated, if not without foundation; 
we, however, fear the fate of the Poles, as the media- 
tion of France had failed. It is again rumored that the 
emperor of Russia was ll. The cholera morbus rag- 
ed in many parts of Russia and Poland. 

Austria it was said had again determined to invade Ita- 
ly to suppress the spirit of disaffection, and that France 
would not interfere. Greece wus about to issue a paper 
currency—her situation is truly unenviable. 

A difference had arisen between the officers of the 
Kensington frigate, built in this country, and those of a 
British man of war, ou a matter of etiquette. A message 
had passed, but had not been answered; and the Ame- 
ricans, on a second consideration, offered to withdraw it; 
but their letter had in the meantime been banded over 
to the admiralty. 

Imprisonment, outrage, and tyranny, still proceeds 
in Portugal. 





NAVAL REGISTER—OFFICIAL. 

Some of the most important changes in the Navy Re- 
gister, as ascertained at the Department, during the 
month of September, 1831. 

DEATHS, 
Master Commandant—John Porter, at Watertown, 

Mass. 2d. Sept. 

Lieutenant— Paul H. Hayne, at Pensacola hospital, 
4th Sept. 
Surgeon— Wm. C. Mc Call, near Trenton, N. J. 14th 

September. 

Gunner—I}i'm. S. Cowan, New York hospital, 15th 

September. 

RESIGNATIONS, 
Surgeon—Samvel B. M: lone. 
Assistant Surgeon—John H. Imlay. 
Passed Midshipman—John R, Bryan. 
Midshipman—George M. Thompson. 

Do Alonzo P. Buck. 
2d Lieut. of Marines—Thomas Lee. 
Vessele on each foreign station, as reported the last 
month, except the changes noticed below: 
Frigate Brandywine—at Toulon 20th of July, com- 
modore Biddle on board. 
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Sloop Ontario, capt. Gordon—at Marsceillés on the 
9th July, for Mahon in 5 days. 

Sloop John Adams, capt. Voorhees, at port Mahon 
iith June, to sail thence for Constantinople, by way of 
Naples, on the 23d, with commodore Porter and suite, 

Sloop Concord, capt. Perry, sailed from Marseilles 
6th of July, for Genoa. 

Frigate Constellation, capt. Wadsworth, and sloop 
Boston, capt. Storer, were at Vourlain the Bay, on 
the 5th of July. ‘To return to Smyrna as soon as the 
plague should subside. Ali well on board. 

Sloop Falmouth, eapt. Gregory, in lat. 38° 30’, 
long. 98° 20 W. on the 2tst July, all well. 

Sloop Erie, eapt. Clack, seventeen days from Pensa- 
cola, was spoken in lat. 30° 13’, long. 47°, on the 25th 
of August, all well. | Arrived at Norfolk. 

Schooner Porpoise, leut. commanding 
rived at Pensacola on the 7th September, 

Schooner Grampus, lieut. commanding Tatnall, ar- 
rived at Norfolk 22d instant, 12 days from St. Domingo, 
allwell. Wall return tothe West Indies soon as re- 
paired, &e, 

Sloop Vandalia, capt. Kennon, at Rio on the 10th 
August, waiting relief, all well. 

Sloop Warren, capt. Cooper, sailed from Norfolk 
2d September. 

Frigate Guerrier, com. ‘Thompson, at Lims on the 
3d ot June, 

Sloop St. Louis, capt. Sloat, lett Lima about the 12th 
of May for Payata, and other ieeward ports. 

Schooner Dolphin, Heut. commanding Fitahugh— 
sailed from Lima about the 8th of May, tor Guayaquil 
and other leeward ports. 

Lewis Herman, fleet surgeon in the Mediterranean, 
arrived in New York, asa passenger, September 28th, 

Navy Department, Oct. 1, 1831. 
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FREE TRADE CONVENTION, 

Thursday, Oct. 6. Atter the usual routine of open- 
ing the busimess of the day was gone through, 

Mr. Poindexter, of Mississippi, presented a partial re- 
port from the general committee, contsining a resolution 
that it be recommended to this body to appoint a com- 
mittee of six to meet « convention which is to be held at 
New York on the twenty-sixth instant, for the purposes 
of conference and conciliation. 

Ordered to be laid on the table, 


In consequence of the printed copies of the report of 
the committee not being ready for delivery to the mem- 
bers of the convention, an adjournment took place till 
one o’clock, 


On the chair being resumed, the president announced 
that a communication had been received, signed by Mr, 
Sarchet, in reply to the communication which was yes- 
terday received from Mr. Ronaldson, which be would 
cause to be read to the house. 


The document stated that, in the time mentioned by 
Mr. Ronvldson, during which a considerable diminution 
had taken place in iron in the United States, a much 
greater fall tad taken place in foreign markets. In Great 
Britain the price was reduced one half, whilst in this 
country the reduction did not much exceed seven and a 
half per cent. He contended, therefore, that a specific 
duty, instead of diminishing the price of the article, 
had actually Operated against a diminution of price. 


Along with the communication he sent some speci- 
mens of English and American cast iron- the English 
being of a superior quality, and the price lower. 

It was moved that this communication ‘be printed, 


An amendment was proposed, that the communication 
of Mr. Ronaldson, and that of Mr. Sarehet be printed 
tog: ther. 


This was opposed, upon the ground that if the con- 
vention commenced the printing of documents of that 


description, it was not known to what extent their print. 
ing might be extended. 
Motion negatived. 


It was stated that some difficulty had arisen in the 
printing of the report of the committee. The printers 
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of newspapers not being willing to undertake it, another 
printer was to be sought out. 

A gentleman from Georgia, observed, that if the re- 
port were printed and delivered at the time, gentlemen 
would not have time to read it and consider its import 
so as to go into debate upon its contents, But, as the 
copies had not yet arrived, he thought it advisable for 
the house to take a recess till five o’clock, by which time 
the report would, in all probability be ready, and moved 
accordingly. 

An amendment was moved, that the adjournment be 
till four o’clock, and another gentleman proposed ten 
to-morrow. 

A conversation here ensued upon a point of form. 
The president stated, that it was irregular to move for 
an adjourument to any particular time; the motion to 
wdjourn till ten to-morrow could only be taken as a mo- 
tion to adjourn, whjch motion took precedence of any 
other. ‘he convention had not fixed any stated hour at 
which to commence its sittings trom day to day, and 
therefore, in putting the question the chair had said to 
resume at ten to-morrow. It was desirable that the con- 
vention should have a stated time for its regular sittings. 

A motion was accordingly put and carried, that the 
convention, in adjourning from day to day, should re- 
sume at ten in the morving. 

The motion to adjourn was negatived. 

‘The motion for a recess till tour o’clock was then put 
and negatived. 

A gentleman from Alabama moved that the house re- 
solve itself into a commiitee of the whole convention, to 
consider the report clause by clause. 

Mr. Poindexter objected, upon the ground that gen- 
tlemen were not prepared. Nocopies of the report had 
yet arrived, and gentlemen really ought not only to be 
furnished with the report, but be allowed time to read 
it and reflect upon it, 

The gentlemen from Alabama, after some remarks 
upon time being lost through procrastinations arising 
from different causes, renewed his resolution that the 
house resolve itself into a committee, which was carried. 

The president then appointed Mr, Scdgwick, of Mas- 
sachusetts, chairman ot the committee, but that gentle- 
man not being present, Mr. Banks, of Virginia, was ap- 
pointed, and took the chair accordingly. 

In the course of the proceedings, a few printed copies 
of the report of the committee were brought in, and dis- 
tributed amongst the members of the convention. 


Mr. Poindexter was confident that no progress would 
be made by proceeding to business immediately, Very 
few gentlemen had yet received copies of the report, 
and mm discussing it clause by clause, so unlurnished, they 
would be subjected to much inconvenience. He was 
confident that time would be saved by postponing the 
consideration of the report, till gentlemen were better 
prepared. He moved therefore, that the committee rise 
and report progress, and ask leave to sit again, 


The motion being negatived, the chairman commenc- 
ed the reading of the report, and had proceeded for some 
minutes, when 


Judge Berrien entered the hall. He said, when the 
order was given (to print the report, his idea was, and it 
coincided with the opinions of other gentlemen, with 
whom he had couferred on the subject, that the inten- 
tion of having it printed was, to give gentlemen who had 
only heard it once read, an opportunity of reading it, 
and of reflecting upon what it contamed, He had been 
employed in superintending the printing and reading the 
proot sheet; he was aware that a small number only had 
been handed in to the convention, and he was surprised, 
upon his return, to find the house resolved into « com- 
mittee, and engaged in discussing the report, clause by 
elause. Gentlemen ought to have time to read the re- 
port, to take it with them, and examine it in their closets. 
}le besonght the meeting to postpone the consideration 
unul gentiemen had an opportuniy of being better pre- 
pared. By going too hastily mto it, erroneous Opimons 
might be taken up, und lead to disastrous results. For 
his own part, he could scarcely trust himself in the dis- 
cussion, in the present state of his feelings, with respect to 
the questions involved, unless the convention were better 
prepared, than in his opinion they could be, under the 





| 





circumstances, He concluded by renewing the former 
motion to adjourn, &c. which resolution was carried, 

The president having resumed the ehair, Mr. Bankes, 
chairman of the committee, moved for leave for the 
committee to sit again; which motion being carried, the 
house adjourned at two o’clock. 








The following is the paper read by Mr. Berrien, 
from the federative committee to the free trade conven- 
t10n: 

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


A portion of your fellow citizens, resident in differ- 
ent states of the union, who are numerous, respectable 
and intelligent, who like yourselves, are attached to the 
principles of free government, and ardently devoted to 
the great constitutional charter, whieh eonseerates and 
upholds them-—who ask only an equal participation in 
the benefits, and are ready to bear an equal share of the 
burthens of the government—who are willing, more- 
over, to concede to others a perfect right to the full en- 
joyment of whatever they ask for themselves; such a 
portion of your fellow e:tizens, whose condition, charac- 
ter, molives and views are thus faithfully delineated, 
have deputed us to represent them on an occasion deep- 
ly interesting to their feelings as men, and vitally impor- 
tant to their interests as citizens of this great confederated 
republic. They have called upon us to unite our coun- 
sels for the redress of the grievances under which they 
labour; and have enjoined it upon us, as a duty, to omit 
no means for the accomplishment of this objeet, whieh 
may consist with our obligations as citizens, and with their 
own faithlul and ardent devotion to the bond of our com- 
mon union. In the performance of a duty like this we can- 
not be insensible to the propriety of a frank and respect- 
ful communication with our fellow citizens at large. We 
are members of the same great political family. Our in- 
terests are common, and so also are our duties; and it 
cannot be that any portion of our brethren can desire to 
withhold from us our just share of the benefits, or to 
subject us to an undue proportion of the burthens, 
which flow from the government under which we live, 
We have equal confidence in their justice and intelli. 
gence; and assure ourselves that it is only necessary to 
bring home to their understandings the conviction of the 
evils under which we suffer, to secure their cordial co- 
operation in prompt and effectual measures for their re- 


moval. We would commune with you, then, in the 
spirit of these feelings. We must speak with frank- 
ness. It may be that our language will borrow strength 


from the conviction of our wrongs, but we will not for- 
get the just respect which is due to those who differ 
from us in opinion, and cannot be unmindful of the af- 
fection which we bear, and which we earnestly desire 
to cherish towards our brethren throughout the union. 

The representatives of portionsof our fellow citizens, 
belonging to different states of this contederacy, have 
assembled in the city of Philadelphia, to consider the 
grievances which they suffer under the existing tariff of 
duties, and to devise, if happily they may do 80, some 
coustitutional and peaceful mode of redress. Speaking 
generally, tliey have come together as strangers to each 
other, with all the variety of opinions on most subjects, 
which spring from difftrent habits and pursuits, and is 
perhaps inevitably incident to the impertection Lot our 
common nature, On one engrossing question, that 
which constitutes the subject of this address, looking as 
well to its principles as its details, they have found a con- 
currence of opinion, which, as they believe, entitles 
them to ask tor that opinion, and for the reasons on 
which it is founded, the attentive and dispassionate con+ 
sidcration ot the Ame: ican people. 

Among the evils which flow from the tariff system, 
as at present established by law,the a: dent and determin- 
ed opposition to that system, which exists in various 
parts of the anion,—the deep and setiled discontent 
which is felt, and has been manifested by a numerous, 
patriotic, and intelligent portion of our fellow citizens, 
—cannot fuil to awaken the liveliest solicitude of every 
lover of hiscountry. Let it be remembered that this is 
no transient feeling—the offspring of momentary excite- 
ment—one which may be expected to pass away under 
the influence of a more calm and dispassionate reflec- 
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tion. No—the system of which we complain is not of 
recent origin, and the feeling of discontent, which was 
coeval with its institution, time and experience have only 
served to strengthen and increase. Let those who sin- 
cerely desire to perpetuate the political blessings which 
we enjoy, look to this consideration with the attention 
whieh it demands, This is emphatically a government: 
of opinion. The vigor of the laws is a moral force. 
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The bond which unites us is the sense of our common 
interest—the conviction of our equal rights—the assur- 
ance of our capacity to assert, and the feeling that we} 
actually enjoy them. ‘lake from any considerable por- 





tion of the American people the consciousness that they 
are in the full possession of their rights as freemen; 
substitute for it the spirit of discontent, which springs 
from the conviction of wrongs inflicted, not inadvertent- 
ly, but with deliberation, which are not temporary, bul 
enduring; and you array against the government a force 
which is of like character with that which sustains it— 
you awaken a feeling of resentment, which is goaded in- 
to activity by a sense of oppression, and embittered by 
the recollection that it is the hand of a brother which 
inflicts it. Such is the feeling which pervades a nume- 
rous and respectable portion of the American people. 
it cannot be defied, and may not be disregarded, with- | 
out putting to hazard the satety of the confederacy. 
Do you doubt its existence, its nature, or degree? | 
Look to the character of this assembly—to the circum. | 
| 

} 


stances under which it is convened, Give your atten- 
tion to the history of the past, and be admonished of the 
novel and extraordinary spectacle which is presented to 
your view. Do not close your eyes to the fact; that this 
assembly is altogether without parallel since the founda- | 
tion of the government—that we are freemen, and the | 
representatives of freemen who spesk to you of our! 
violated rights—that we have come from different and | 
distant parts of the union, to join in demanding their 
restoration—-that a consciousness of strength is the off- 
spring of united counsels——and that our purpose is not 
the less firm, because it is announced to you peacefully, 
and in the spirit of conciliation. 

A numerous and respectable portion of the American 
people do not merely complsio that this system is unjust, | 
but they question the rigit to establish it. They do not! 
doubt—they utterly deny---the constitutional power of | 
congress to enact it. 
your candid attention to a brief consideration of the views | 
on this subject, “The consitutional validity or invalidity 
ot an act of congress does not necessarily depend upon 
the question whether the judicial department of the go- 
vernment would affirm the one or the other of these 
propositions, It may be that an act will in its operation 
and effect be subversive of the principles of the consti- 
tution, and vet on its face be superior to all just excep- 
tion on that ground. Lateraily and in terms it may be in 
execution of an expressly granted power---in its opera- 
tion and effect it may not only transcend that power, 
but may directly contravene it. Under the pretence of | 
supplying a revenue, congress may raise money beyond | 
the purposes to which it can be legitiniutely applied, or 
may increase the duties to an amount which will be pro- 
hibitory of importation, and consequently destructive of 
all revenue to be derived trom that souree. Stull such 
an act would purport to be in the execution of the power 
to lay and collect taxes; and courts of justice judging of 
it by its terms, and by what is apparent on its face, 
would not affirm its invalidity. But the constitution is 
equally obligatory on every department of the govern- 
ment---on the legislature who enscts, as well as on the 
Judge who interprets a law. If the former shall so veil 
his unlawful purpose as to defend it from the security of 
the latter, is it Jess a violation of his constitutional obli- 
gation? If it be such a violation, can it be constitutionally 
valid? 

if instead of the absence of any express grant of power 
fo protect manufactures, the constitution had contained 
an express clause of inhibition, an act of congress, im- 
posing duties beyond the purposes of revenue, and there- 
by Operating as & bounty on the mannfacturer, would, 
they msist, be admitted to be in violation of the consti- 
tution, and yet the repugnance would not be manifest 
upon its face, and would therefore elude the judicial 
power, 





In justice to that body, we invite | 
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A numerous and intelligent portion of the American 
people believe that this view is applicable to the tariff of 
1828. They admit the power of congress to Jay and 
collect such duties as they may deem necessary tor the 
purposes of revenue, and within these limits so to ar- 
range those duties as mecidentally, and to that extent, to 
give protection to the manufacturer, They deny the 
right to convert what they deneminate the ineidental 
into the principal power, and transcending the limits of 
revenue to impose an additional duty substantially and 
exclusively for the purpose of affordmg that protection. 
‘They admit that congress may countervail the regula- 
tions of a foreign power which may be hostile to our 
commerce, but they deny their authority permanently to 
prohibit all importation for the purpose of seeuring the 
home market exclusively to the domestic manufacturer,— 
thereby destroying the commerce they were entrusted 
to regulate, and fostering an interest with which they 
have no constitutional power to interiere. That portion 
of our tellow citizens of whom we speak, do not there- 
fore hesitate to affirm, that if the right to enact the tariff 
law of 1828 be reterred to the authority to lay and col- 
leet duties, &e. it is a palpable abuse of the taxing 
power, which was conferred tor the purpose of revenue; 
—if to the authority to regulate commerce, it is as obvie 
ous a perversion ol that power, since it may be extended 


\ 


to an utter annihilation of the objeets which it was in- 


tended to protect. Waving bowever this discussion, we 
coneur in the opinion, that if the aggrieved party is de- 
prived of the protection which the Judicial department 
might otherwise afford, it would strengthen his appeal to 
the American people to unite with him in correcting 
the evil by peaceable and constitutional means, 


But there isa view of this subject which may claim’ 
the concurrence of all those who are prepared to admit 
that the tari? is unequal in its operation, oppressive and 
unjust. ‘The constitution of the United States had its 
origin in a spirit of compromise. Its object is the se- 
curity of those rights which are committed to its protec- 
tion—its principle that of an equal participation in the 
benefits and in the burthens of the government. A sys- 
tem of taxation which is unequal in its operation, which 
oppresses the many for the benefit of the few, is there- 
fore unjust, not merely with reference to the yreat and 


/ immutable prineiples of right which are applicable to 
\ human conduet, but is moreover in direct collision with 


that constitutional equality of right, which this instru- 
ment was thus confessedly intended to secure. A dis 
tinguished jurist of Massachusetts, one who is advan- 
tageously known as such to the people of the union, has 
sail of the system of which we complain, that it is cal- 
culated “to destroy many of the great objects for which 
the constitution of the United States was originally tram- 
ed and adopted.”? Who will affirm that such a system 
can consist with the spirit of the constitution? Its en- 
actments may be so veiled as to elude the judicial pow- 
er, and may therefore be obligatory upon the other de- 
partments of the government—but as between constitu- 


/ent and agent, between the people and their rulers, the 


charter will in such case have been violated, and it will 
belong to them to correct the evil. Why should we 
fear to enunciate this principle? Is it because of the 
danger of those interests which have grown up under 
the system? A just consideration of the subject will 
lead to a directly opposite result. If it be conceded that 
the system is oppressive, unequal and unjust, can those 
who profit by it deceive themselves with the expectation 
of its permanency? Is it prudent to close their eyes to 
the consequences, to which, sooner or later, this con- 
viction must inevitably lead? Distinguished as this sys- 
tem is, by every characteristic which may define a ty- 
ranny the most odious, why should we, who are its vice 
tims, not stand upon our chartered rights? 


As men and brethren we appeal to you then to unite 
your efforts with ours in the correction of this abuse. 
A system which is unequal in its operation, and there- 
fore unjust—which is oppressive, because it burthens 
the many for the benefit of the few—grossly, fatally, un- 
wise and impolitic, since it is subversive of the harmony 
of the union—which is in violation ot the principles of 
free government, and utterly at variance with the spirit 
of justice and mutual concession in which the constitu- 
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tion was conceived and adopted; such a rystem, if per- 
severed] in, must-alienate our affections from each uther, 
engentler discontents and animosilies, and lead inevita- 
bly, and with » force which no human power can resist, 
to the most awful of all calamities. We entreat those 
who differ from us, seriously to ponder this view of the 
subject. We entreat them not to misunderstand us. 
We cannot be deterred frem the discharge of our du- 
ties to ourselves and our common eceuntry by the me- 
nace of consequences, and we wre equally incapable of 
using its language to others. It is as men and brothers 
—in the spirit of an affection which is sti]l warm and 
undiminished, that we would call their attention to those 
inevitable results, which neither they nor we will have 
the power to avert. 

Examine the subject for a moment in its coonexion 
with the principles of an enlightened political economy, 
and see if the considerations which are urged to sustain 
this system are not fallacious and delusive. The view 
must be necessarily briet—consisting of hints and sug- 
gestions rather than of an extended argument, or of mi- 
nute details; but our object will be attained if these 
may serve to awaken a spirit of dispassionate inquiry. 

We are the advocates of free trade. The argument 
which sustains it rests upon a proposition which may not 
be denied. It is the unquestionable right of every indi- 
vidual to apply his labor and capital in the mode which 
he muy conceive best calculated to promote his own in- 
terest. It isthe interest of the public that he should so 
apply it. He understands better than it exn be under- 
stood by the government, what will conduce to his own 
benefit;—and since the majority of individuals will, if 
properly protected, be disposed to fullow their interests, 
such an application of their industry and capital must 

roduce in the result the greatest amount of public good. 
Det it be remembered, that the question relates exclu- 
sively to the application of capital. It cannot be gene- 
rated by an act of legislation. ‘The power of the go- 
vernment is limited to its transfer from one employ- 
meut to another. It takes from some less favored inte- 
rest, what it bestows on the one which it professes to 
protect. It is equally untrue that such a system gives 
greater employment to labor. 
to the simple change of its application. 
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from an accustomed or from a desirable market, she oe- 
casions, itis true, in that nation alsoa displacement of 
capital from its natural channels, But can the remedy 
consist in a retaliatory system of Jegislation? in a System 
of further restrictions imposed by the latter nation? ta 
it be true that # restrictive system is injurious ta the na. 
tion imposing it, does it ceuse to be so in regar#d to the 
latter nation, because, of the wrong done by the former 
and beeause it is also injurious to such nation? Wher 
we apply these views to the corn lsws of Great Britain, 
considered with reference to their effect upon us, is it not 
then obvions that a system or pretended retaliation 
which enfetters the productive energies of Gur own peo- 
ple, whatever may be its effect upon that nation, must 
nceessarily inerease the evils we ourselves are destined 
to sustain? 
It is strongly urged as a motive to the continuance of 
the existing tariff, that its operation had been to effect 
a reduction of prices. ‘Ihese have, in fact, fallen since 
1816, and our opponents contended that this has been 
the result of domestic competition. A moment’s re- 
flection will demonstrate the fallacy of this assertion, 
We present a single fact in the outset. The diminution 
of price has been genera/, as well in relation to articles 
which are not protected by the existing tariff of duties, as 
to those which are. It cannot therefore have arisen from 
this cause. Let us remember now that this diminu- 
tion of price has occurred every where—abroad as 
well as at home—snd not only in an equal, but as a 
necessary consequence of the tariff, in a greater degree 
there than here. Among the causes which have produced 
this result, two prominent ones are presented to your 
consideration—the diminished amount of the circulating 
medium of the world, and the astonishing improvements 
which have been introduced in the modes of production. 
The cost of production is less; the conyparative value of 
money has become greater. Can we wonder at the re- 
sult?) “luke the ease of cotton goods—these have tallen 
in price here since the enactment of the tariff. But the 
same thing is true not only in an equal, but in a greater 
degree abroad—anid the reason is obvivus, The eauses 
which have produced this result---those which have been 


Its operation is confined | before statec---have elsewhere been leit to exert their 
Laws which | full influence in effecting the reduction of price, 


Here 


rotect by bounty any peculiar species of labor, cannot | their operation has been restrained by the conflicting in- 


e said to encourage American industry —that is, direct- | fluence of the tarmff, 


ed to various objects. 


The reduction theretore with us 


These laws favor only a single} has necessarily stopped at a point, which is ascertained 


clasg; and since the bounty is not supplicd by the go-| by adding the amount of duty to the price of the import- 


wernment, but taken from the pocket of the individual, 
the protection which is given to one species of labor, is 
0 given at the expense of every other. ‘hat course of 
degislution, which leaves American cxpital and labor to 
the unfettered discretion of those who possess the one 
and apply the other, can alone be denominated the 
. **American Sy stem.” 


ed article. “Thus the diminution of price here has not 
been produced by the tariff, but in despite of it—and 
has been retarded by it. but for this law the imported, 
which would take the place of the domestic article in the 
consumption of the country, would be obtained ata price 
greatly below that which we actually pay, and the differ- 
ence, amounting yearly to many millions of dollars, would 


The interference of government, with the right of the) be saved to the community, It cannot be doubted that the 


individual to apply his labor and expital in such mode as 
he may think most conducive to his own interest, thus 
mecessarily operates to diminish the aggregate amount 
of production. In other words, the amount of the ne- 
cessaries and conveniences of life which are enjoyed by 
the community is necessarily diminished. If all nations 
then were willing to adopt the system ef free trade for 
which we contend, which is accordant to the spirit of 
Christianity and calculated to unite nations in harmony 
and peace, it cannot be doubted that the interest of each 
would be promoted. The only question which can be 
raised on this part of the subject is, whether the adoption 
ofa restrictive policy by one or more nations makes it 
the interest of others to reciprocate those restrictions. 
The answer seems to be sufficiently obvious and satis- 
factory. ‘The proposition which asserts the superior sd- 
ventages of a free trade among all nations, rests upon the 
following principle. The universal freedom of action 
Awhich it allows, tends most thoroughly to develop the 
moral and physical energies of each nation, and to apply 
them to those objects to which they are best adapted, 
The proposition must be equally true in relation to each 
nation, whatever may be the policy adopted by others. 
The nation which resorts to a restrictive policy, legis- 
lates to her own disadvantage by interfering with the na- 
tural and most profitable employment of capital. ‘To 
the extent to which she thus excludes another nation 





prices of all commodities, the domestic production of 
which is forced by the imposition of a duty on a foreign 
article ot similar description, are raised by the ameunt 
of duty necessary to effect the exclusion of the foreign 
article, or that this inerease of price js paid by the con- 
sumer, and that the Joss to the nation which is octasion- 
ed by this system of protection, is nearly equal to such 
difference of price. o 

The success which has attended the manufacture of 
cottons, is used to illustrate and enforee another svg- 
gestion in favor of the tariff. It is said, that by means 
of the protection afforded by government, manufacturers 
are enabled to overcome the difficulties incident to new 
enterprises, and that this protection is ultimately repaid 
to the community, inthe reduced price at which the ar- 
ticle is furnished, We have already shown that this re- 
duction in price in the case referred to, has not resulted 
from the protective system. Letus look, however, at 
this suggestion, apart from that consideration, If it be’ 
conceded for the purpose of the argument, and only for 
that purpose, that a manufacture might be established 
by a temporary encouragement from government, which 
would not otherwise, at least at that time, come into 
successful operation, and that the community might ul- 
timately be repaid in the manner which is supposed, the 
following considerations seem decisively to repel the 
force of that suggestion. The idea of permanent pro- 





\ 4n emergency. , 
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tection is excluded by the nature of the proposition. |ed object, and is entirely useless. The inevitable con- 
That which is proposed is temporary merely, and the | sequence is, the temptation to clandestine importation, 
question whether it is to be ultimately repaid to the | and the facilities which are afforded by our widely ex- 
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community, is of course made to depend on the success- | tended inland and ocean frontier, give impunity to the | 


ful operation of the protected estsblishment. It is con- (smuggler, ” 


gress who are to determine in advance, upon the pro- On the several interests of agriculture, navigation, ‘ 


priety of putting at hazard the interests of the commu- }commerce, the mechanic arts, and even on manutactures 
nity, by the forced establishment of the proposed manu- [ themselves, this system operates with an injurious influ- 
facture. ‘The question to be determmmed depends upon |ence. Speaking with reference to that portion of agri- 
the caleulation of probabilities, to the correct est mate of | culture, which is employed in the production of articles 
which, much practical information is obviously indis- | which must be exported to a foreign market, it is obvi- 
pensable. Const tuted as that boy is, it is dificult to | ous that any considerable diminution of commercial capi- 
conceive of one less fitted for such reference. On the | tal, by its transfer to other employments, must have a 
other hand, there is always enough of individual enter- | tendency to diminish their price. It is in the southern 
prise, intelligence and capital, to test any experiment | portion of the union that this will be most extensively 
which gives a fair promise of ultimate remuneration, felt. The domestic market will consume a portion of 
notwithstanding it may be subject to temporary loss. | its great staple, which is, comparatively, small, and the 
Lett to individual enterprise, the question would be de- {immense residue will seek in vain for a foreign market, 
cided by those who have every motive and every means | if the manntactures of other nations are in effect, and 
to come to a just conclusion—-while the proposed sug~ | permanently excluded from our ports. This state of 
gestion would throw upon congress those visionary pro- | things may not at once occur. 


A 


jectors, who having failed to obtain the support of dis- The necessity of having a supply of the raw material } 


creet and intelligent capitalists, would play the’ sure | for the employment of her manufactories, may induce 
game of securing profit, if, by the rarest accident, profit | our great customer to submit, for a time, to a system of 
should arise, and of throwing the loss upon the commu- | purchase instead of exchange; but she will be urged by 
\ uy, if loss should ensue. 2 the strongest considerations to seek that supply from 
it is said that a dependence upon other nations, for | those who will receive her manufactures in return, If 
/those manufactures which are essential to our wants, is | this system be rendered permanent, and pushed to the 
inconsistent with our character as a nation; and in this | prohibitory extent, to which it seems inevitably to tend, 
view that the tariff is essential to national independence. | the fate of the cotton planter is therefore, irrevocably 
To us the term seems to be strangely misapplied. Itis | sealed. Nor is he alone effected by this system of pro- 
agreed that a system of free trade among all the nations \tection. The farmer of the middie states will feel its 
of the world, by securing the application of the highest ; influence in the increase of the price ot labor, as well as 
energies of each, to those objects which it was best | of every article which he buys; and if those in the ma- 
qualified to produce, would enlarge the amount of pro- | nufacturing districts should find an improved market for 
duetion, and increase the sum of human comfort. But | the produee of their farms, the considerations just stat- 
such a state of things would, according to the argument | ed, will operate to diminish their profits—and the bene- 
which is urged, be « state of universal dependence; and | fits which they enjoy from the inereased investment of 
precisely the same consequence would follow in relation capital in their vicinity, will be purchased at the expense 








to the commercial intercourse of any given nation with) of those intcrests from which that capital has been trans- | 


the other nations of the world, to the extent of that in- | ferred. ° 
tereourse, whether a system of free trade or of partial| When we direct our attention to the influences of the 
restrictions should prevail. That intercourse consists | protecting system on the navigation of the country, we 
in the mutual interchange of commodities, and it is im-| might give to the subject a peculiar interest, by dwelling 
possible to conceive the idea of a dependence on the one | on the fact, that a ship is the proudest and mest success- 
side, without recognising the fact of a corresponding | tul of our manufactures, From an early period of our 
dependence on the other. But such a state of mutual | history down to the present hour, we have been conspi- 
dependence is a source of gratulation rather than of re- | cuous for our skill in ship building. Adverting to it as an 
gret, since it gives to each nation an increased facility for jart, we have by the elegance of our models, and the 
the developement of its highest energies, enlarges the | minuteness of our finish, raised it from a mechanical, te 
sum of its enjoyments, and affords the surest guarantee | one of the fine arts. We have applied the principles of 
_ for the peace and harmony of the world, a correct taste to naval architecture, and have therefore 
if the suggestion be urged in its application to the ne- / produced the same masterly result in this, as the appli- 
cessities of our country during a state of war, an equal- } cation of the same principles had produced in the other 
ly satisfactory answer may be given. It is unquestiona- | aris. We might then with perfect fairness and proprie- 
bly the duty of every government to be prepared for | ty, press the inconsistency of that policy, which seeks 
those conflicts with other nations, which it is not always | the prosperity of manufactures, by loading with burthens 
possible to avoid: but this is most effectually done by | thet branch of them which has flourished with but little 
the wnrestricted exertion of its peaceful energies. In a/| uid, and is necessarily subject to exclusion from the jea- 
government constituted as ours is and separated as it is | lousy of foreign nations. We might connect this topie 
by the Atlantic from the nations of the old world, it is | with our navy, and our naval glory, and thus enlist in 
reasonable to presume that such conflicts will be rare. | our behalf the sensibilities of patriotism. But we wave 
The intervals of peace will probably be of much the | these advantages, and without entering into details, cen- 
longest duration, and our system of permanent policy | tent ourselves with adverting to the positive discourage- 
should therefore be regulated chiefly with a view to this | ments to ship building, occasioned by the tariff of 1828, 
state of our national existence. But the decisive an- | By that tariff, iron, hemp, duck and cordage, are snub- 
swer to this suggestion is, that money constitutes the | jected to duties which would be in effect prohibitory, if 
sinews of war, and that its exigencies are best providcd | these articles were not of the first necessity, and their 
for by enriching the nation in time of peace. A system | importation indispensable. The quantity of these articles 
of free trade will mainly conduce to this object. The | which enter into the construction of a ship, with the la- 
resources which it will furnish wil second the services | bor bestowed on them, constitute one half of its value, 
of the neutral trader, and these with our own internal | and the duties upon them impose upon a new ship of five 
manufactures, which are already independent of legis- | hundred tonsa dry direct t«x little short of two thousand 
lative protection, will amply supply our wants in such | dollars, which is paid in advance. We say a dry, direct 
tax, for it is not, as in cases of consumable articles, re- 
it is one and not the least of the evils of the system | paid by the consumer. Neither is it repaid by the 
which we deprecate, that it has a tendency to demoralize | freighter, for the rate of freight depends on foreign com- 
our citizens, to habituate them to evasions of the laws, | petition, aud the foreign ship, cheap, because unburthen- 

and to encourage the odious and detestable practice of | ed, settles the price. o 
smuggling. It is the effect of the protecting duty to| ‘The effects of the protecting system upon commere in 
raise the price of commodities considerably above that, | general, can only be satisfactorily illustrated by details, 
at which they could be imported at a moderate revenue | It is an important task, and will be faithfully performed 
daty, Unless this is so, it fails to accomplish its destin- | by those to whom it isconfided. The diminution of im- 
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ports—a total or partial scarcity of some articles—an in- 
crease of price to the consumer, a depression of the mer- 
cantile spirit which, under different circumstances, would 
be animated to new enterprises, and the consequent 
check to our attainment of that height of prosperiiy, to 
which the freedom of our institutions guides us, these 
are results which cannot be denied. “Phat actasl misery 
is not felt in a young and tree country, where almost 
every cilzen is or easily cu be, a proprietor, iS Hot an 
argument to deter us trom the removal of those obstrne- 
tions to that assured and unexampled ease and comfort 
of condition, to which the American citizen aspires and 
isentitied. It to the easy acquisition of good cheap land, 
he can likewise add, not ouly the necessaries, but also 
the blameless luxuries of life, why should he be chur-) 
lishly prevented by a sordid and monopolising system, 
which finds enjoyment in restriction, and profusion in 
prohibition? 
Every class of manufactures which is not the object | 


arts generally, are injuriously affected by its Operation | 
—Nay, even ihose manufacturers, who experience this 
protection are themselves interested in the removal of | 
these restrictions— The enormity of the profits, in many 

instances, combined with the uncertainty of the continu- | 
ance of the system, give to this employment the character | 
of a gambling speculation, rather than that of a regular 
pursuit of industry. The high rate of profits would oc- 
easion a rush, of capital from other pursuits, and compe- 
tition would speedily reduce them to the general jevel, | 
if the precarious tenure by which they are held did not | 


} 
| 
of the bounty of this system,as well as the mechanic | 
| 
| 


restrain the movement—Such of them as are adapted to | 
the circumstances of the country, and conducted with the | 
requisite skilland industry would continue to flourish | 


although legislative protection were withdrawn, They) 
would still give a fair return for the capital and Jabor | 
which they employ. The rate of profits would indeed | 
be less, but they would be certain, or Jiable only to) 
those changes which are common to the whole produe- | 
tive industry of the country. It is with this view of | 
the subject, that the best informed and most intelligent | 
among the manufacturers themselves, cannot resist the | 
conviction that the abandonment of the protecting sys- | 
tem, and a return to moderate duties, would be best | 
calculated to promote the steady growth, and the safe 
and permanent establishment of American manufactures. 

‘There is a remaining suggestion which we desire to 
present to your consideration—The national debt, which 
has annually absorbed trom ten to twelve miilions otf re- 
venue, is rapidly diminishing, and will speedily be | 
extinguished, On the first day of January, 1833, the ae | 
vailable funds of the government will be adequate to its 
discharge. The exi ting tariff of duties will produce 
therealter an immense annual revenue, beyond the ordi- 
nary wants of the government, and the task of providing 
a system of measures which shall be adapted to this new 
and interesting condition of the fiscal concerns of the na- 
tion,. will then devolve upon the next congress. How 
propitious the moment for the establishment of the prin- 
ciples of free trade! An enterprising and intelligent peo- 
ple, possessing in abundance the sources of national 
wealth, and perfectly unencumbered by debt, may add to 
their claims upon the gratitude of the world, for having 
successtully asserted the principles of free government, 
by being the first also to proclaim the principles of a free 
and unvestricted commerce--that genuine American 
System,” which will remove from our borders every ves- 
tige of discontent, give more value to the freedom, which 
wus wrested from the grasp of oppression by the valor 
of our ancestors, and perpetuate those institutions which 
are destined, by the blessing of God, to secure the hap- 





Friday, October 7. The convention continued its deliberations. 

Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Cambreleng of New York, were invited 
within the bar of the convention. 

The president announced the order of the day to be the report 
of the general committee. 

Mr. Berrien said, there is sir, I believe, a perfect accordance of 
opinion among the members of the convention as to one or two 
of the views presented in the address. On another part of it, 
that there is diversity of opinion, which has reference not to the 
correctness Or incurrectness Of the arguments contained in the ad- 
dress, but as to the question of the expediency of inserting it in 
the statement of the opinion held by a portion of the American 





people, and the principles on which it is founded. 














The convention having agreed to go into committee of the whole, 
it is obvious that this diversity of opinion will open a wide field 
for discussion, and may tend to produce unpleasant results. Our 
desire is to produce harmony of opinion on the means of attaining 
our object. 

‘There is no desire on my part to provoke unnecessary discus. 
sion. I presume that there is not a member of the convention 
who has not made up his mind with regard to the address. If 
the convention should adopt the motion which I propose to offer, 
the addr: ss will be in its power, and it may bear a motion to strike 
out that part of it Which may be objected to. I hope that the 
members will meet my suggestion in the amicable spirit with 
which it is tendered. I think that if my views should be adopted, 
we shall be able to agrce upon instructions to the committee ap. 
pointed to draw up a memorial which ail the members of the con- 
vention will approve, and to bring our labors to # speedy terimi- 
nation. With these impressions, and in the spirit which I believe 
to prevailin the convention, lL move that the committee of tie 
Whole be discharged from the consideration of the address. 

Mr. Cheves approved of the sentiments expressed by Mr. Berrien, 
and hoped that the convention would act with harmony. 

Mr. Gallatin coneurred with Mr. Berrien. It must, he said, be 


| taken for granted that all who approve of the tariff, believe it to 
_be constitutional. It must not be thought however that those 


who oppose it, think it unconstitutional. Every one has a right 
to give his own construction of the constitution. Of course there 
can be excitement of feeling caused by diversity of opinion. We 


| must extend charity towards each other. On all questions there 


will exist a diffirence of opinion. Although I don’t think the ta- 
riff unconstitutional, I must do full justice to the gentleman from 
Georgia, and other members of the convention, who differ trom 
me in Opinion. If there isa difference of opinion, it is to the con- 
struction of a certain article of the constitution. We are agreed 
as to the policy of removing the tariff, and in the determination 
to unite with our fellow citizens to obtain the object which we 


| have in view. I regret that I eannot unite with some of the mem- 


bers on this one point as to the coustitutionality of the tariff, and 
hope that our difference of opinion may not affeet our object. As 


| to the abstract question, whether opon the construction of the 


constitution, or on topics of political economy, I feel but a se- 
condary interest. My object is practical utility. Although I think 
that the tariff is injurious to the country, generally, yet were the 


| question merely one of policy, 1 would quietly yicld my opinion. 


Kutalthough different topics of political economy may be sub- 


jected to discussion. there are questions on which all must concur. 


My objection to the tariff is not only that it operates unequally, 
and therefore unjustly, but that it is iniquitous as it relates to its 
influence on some parts of the union. It is this which I consi- 
der as unjust, independently of its abuse of constitutional power. 
I know, sir, the integrity of the commercial part of this com- 
munmty, aod the respectability of the mercantile class of our citi- 
Zens. 

This government is founded on the affections of the people. I 


| would ask those who believe that the restrictive policy enriches 


the country, whether its benefits are to be compared with the 
enormous evils which it inflicts? I approve of the course sug- 
gested by the gentleman from Georgia; I think it the best mode 
of preventing unnecessary discussion. I propose to the conven- 
tion to strike out of the address, from the words “In justice to that 
body,” in the forth paragraph, to the end of the eighth paragraph. 
I wish the address to go forth without being exposed to miscon- 
ception or misconstruction. I ask the members of this convention 
to look at the last clause of the coneluding sentence in the fourth 
paragraph, and say whether it is not liable to misconception. 

Mr. Berrien, 1 understand the object of the amendment pro- 
posed by the geatleman from New York, to be, that the mem- 
bers may have an opportunity of expressing their opinions on 
that part of the address to which it refers. I rise now for the pur- 
pose of adverting to the suggestions which I made when I moved 
for the discharge of the committee of the whole, to express my 
individual feelings as one of the general committee, who are sen- 
sible of the magnanimity of the sentiments avowed by the gen- 
tleman from New York. 

In behalf of the people whom I represent,in part, I assert 
that there is not a sentiment in the address, which will warrant 
the opinion, that there exists a feeling favorable to the severance 
of the union. ‘There isnot in that address a single expression in- 
consistent with reverence for the constitution, or attachment to 
the union. I cannot consent to modify what I believe to be the 
sincere, fire side sentiments of a people whose representative I 
am. 

Mr. Gallatin, hoped that the names of the members who voted 
on the amendment would be recorded. 

Mr. Cruger, of South Carolina. I feel bound, in justice to my 
own opinion and that of my constituents, before voting for strik- 
ing out the words included in the amendment, to give my rea- 
sous for doing so. What is contained in this address is not even 
the medium of the opinions which prevail among my constitu- 
ents, but is the very least which they would have said, . 

Mr. Carpenter, of Maine, believed the tariff to be unconsti- 
tutional, and would vote for the address. He thought that those 
who considered the tariff as an unconstitutional measure should 
have an epportunity of expressing that opinion. 

Mr. Gallatin was not to be drawn from his ground by the re- 
marks of the gentlemen. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the motion to amend, 
and 32 voted in favor of the amendment and 149 against it. 

Mr. Johnson, of South Carolina, objected to that part of the 
address which appreared to him to admit a principle, which, if 
adopted would be fatal to the cause that the address was intended 
to support. He thought that there was an admission in the ad- 
dress of a power in congress to protect manufacturis. The sr- 
gument, that in collecting revenue by laying import duties you 
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may grant protection to manufactures, is nut only contrary to the 
constitution, but a false principle in political economy. I hold it 
to be impossible that you can grant protection and raise revenue 
at the same time. Whenever the power to raise revenue is grant- 
ed, the power to protect is destroyed. 

Mr. Berrien, The report was framed in a spirit of compromise. 
J appeal to the convention if we have not realiaed the intention 
with which that report was framed, Ll adhere to the sentimens 
expressed in the address. We advance no new doctrine. Weare 
in concert there and at home. We found our conviction on this 
subject, upon the inevitable connexion which subsists between a 
prineipal and an incidental power. We do not assert that a power 
has been given in any mode by the constitution, to protect manu- 
factures; but we do assert that there isa grant of power ip the 
constitution to impose taxes for revenue, involving a power to 
rotect articles on which the duty is imposed by omitting toim- 

ose it on others. There is no power to protect manufactures. 
With these views, I hope that the gentlemen will see the neces. 
sity of submitting the question to the convention without discus- 

OMe 
y After some further observations by Mr. Berrien, the question 
was, on his motion, taken on the adoption of the address,—yeas, 
158; nays, 29. So the address, as presented by the committee, was 
adopted. 

Mr. Berrien, to facilitate the business of the convention propos- 
ed two resolutions. The first provided for the discharge of the 
committee to which was entrusted the preparation of a memorial 
to congress. The second was for the appointment by the presi- 
dent of a committee to Consist of one member frum each state re- 
presented in the convention, to prepare a memorial to congress, 
and instruct the committee tu colleet evidence in support of the 
memorial, and attend personally at Washington, and urge upon 
the national legislature the injustice and unequal operation of the 
tariff. 

The question was put on the first resolution, which was adopted. 

A member moved to amend the second resolution, by inserting 
the woods, ‘and is in many respects infinitely more oppressive 
on the poor than the rich.” 

The mover supported his amendment by some observations and 
facts, in illustration of the opinion which he asserted, and Mr. 
Berrien accepted it as a modification of his resolution. 

Mr. Preston wished that that part of the resolution which re- 
quired the personal attendance of the committee on congress 
might be stricken out. He objected to the appointment of /odby | 
members. 

Mr. Gallatin hoped that the amendment would not be coneur- 
red in. He did not know what was meant by the term lobby 
members. But he was willing to go, as a volunteer, to Washing- 
ton, to promote the object of this convention. 

A member advocated that part of the resolution objected to. 
Such a committee would be us-tul. He had known such mem- | 
bers as the gentleman from South Carolina called lobly members; | 








to be sent from the great state of New York, and even from South | 
Carolina. De WitigClinton and Governeur Mortis had acted in | 
that Capacity. 

Mr. Berrien. The duty of the committee would be to coll-et 
facts to sustain the memorial, My object was, that they should 
attend at Washington, not to exert influence on congress but to 
explain the operation of facts, or the statements contained in the 
memorial. I am willing that the committee should attend per- 
sopally, or appoint a sub-committee from their body to attend on 
their behalf. 

Mr. Cheves moved that the last resolution be referred to the 
general committee. The yeas and and nays being required on | 
that resolution, the yeas were 190, and the nays 2. 

The resolution to appoint a committee to confer with the | 
convention which is about to assemble on the 26th inst. at New | 
York, was then called up. 

Mr. Poindexter advocated the appointment of the committee, 
and hoped that conciliatory measures would be adopted. 

Mr. Harper opposed the appointment of such a committee. 
He believed that it could have no good effeet, but would rather 





| 


| 


be prejudicial to the cause. There was no ground of concilia- | ‘my note when I shouldarrive. On the first day after my arrival 


tion on which the committee could meet the New York conven- 





Poindexter, of Mississippi, demanded the ayes and nays upon the 
question, when it appeared that 122 gentlemen voted for the post- 
ponement, and 39 against it. 

‘The following resolutions were then offered: 

Resolved, Yhata vote of thanks be presented to the citizens of 
Philadelphia, for the courtesy and hospitality manifested towards 
the members of this convention. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this convention be presented to 
Condy Raguet, esq. for the faithful and zealous manner in which 
he has performed the arduous duties of sevretary of this conven- 
tion, and that the members of this body pledge themselves to re- 
commend his paper, the Banner of the Constitution, to their con- 
stituents, as every way entitled to their patronage. 

The first resolution was carried unanimously, Mr. Leonard, of 
New York, offered an amendment to the second, to the effect, that 
every member of the convention go forward, subseribe to, and 
pay in advanee for, Mr. Raguet’s paper. The resolution as 
amended, was unanimously and cheerfully acceded to. 

The secretary of the convention here read the names of the 
the committee to draft an address Lo congress and urge the atten- 
tion of that body to its demands. 

On motion of judge Barbour, Mr. Gallatin was appointed chair- 
man of that committee. 

It was, on motion, resolved, That the letter of Mr. Sarchete, 
that of Mr. Ronaldson, and other documents that had been. com- 
mitted to the table; be referred to the committee to address con- 

ress. 

Mr. Sedgwick, of Massachusetts, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat we tender to the president of this convention 
our warmest thanks for the able, zealous and impartial manner 
in which he has discharged the responsible duties of presiding 
officer of this body. 

Judge Barbour here rose, and in a brief, appropriate, and elo- 
quent speech, one of the happiest efforts that we ever remember, 
returned his thanks to the convention for their approbatory re. 
solution, and expressed his deep gratification at the harmony 
whieh had prevailed throughout the deliberations of that body, 
and his confident hope that their appeals and deliberations would 
not be idle to their cause, nor lost upon the American people. 

On motion, the convention then adjourned sine die. 


NEW PROOF 
Of Mr. Cathoun’s efforts to undermine the president, as early as 
the first year of his administration. 
Fromthe Globe,” of October 7. 

A recent controversy between governor Miller, now senator of 
the United States, and Alexander Speer, comptroller general of 
South Carolina, has brought to light a letter, which fully deve- 
lopes Mr. Calhoun’s enmity to the president ata time when the 
whule country looked to him as one identified with the adminis- 





' tration, and a devoted friend to him who steod at its head. 


It seems that Mr Speer has, by a publication in the South Ca- 
rolina papers. in some way brought into question the consistency 
of governor Miller's course towards the administration of general 
Jackson. The governor intimates that his feelings had undey- 
gone some change, and then says: 

‘It my confidence in the administration has been weakened, you 
‘will readily coneeive how far the subjoined letter, from Alexan- 
‘der Speer, was likely to produce that effeet. This gentleman js 
‘the author of a pamphlet, in which my opinions on the subject of 
‘emigration are referred to. Mr. Speer was employed by the le- 


gislature to proceed to Washington, and lay before general Jack- 


‘son a claim which this state had on the United States for about 
‘two hundred thousand dollars, for military advanees made during 
‘the late war, and endeavor to engage the president to use his in- 
‘fluence with congress to pay the claim. The following is the 
‘jetter of Mr. Speer: 
MR, SPEER’S LETTER. 
Washington, 31st Dec. 1829, 

‘Dear sir—1 had at first intended to write to you earlier, but 

‘finally concluded to wait,to have something more definitive in 


pa | ‘in this place, accompanied by our two senators, I waited on the 


On motion, the convention agreed to take a recess until half 
past four this afternoon. 
¥ - half past four in the afternoon, the convention re-assem- 

ed. 

The committee appointed to confer with the Pennsylvania de- 
legation, with reference to the payment of expenses of the con- 
vention, reported through Mr. Bassett, of Virginia. The Penn- 


sylvania delegation had resolved to bear the entire expenses, and | 


refused all participation of payment by other portions of the con- 
vention. It was then unanimously resolved, on motion of Mr. 
Bassett, that this convention express their deep sense of the obli- 
gations they are under to the Philadelphia delegation, and tender 
theie most cordial and sincere acknowledgemeuts for their kind 
attention and liberal accommodations. 

It was also resolved, that a committee from each state be consti- 
tuted, to have a certain number of the proceedings of the conven- 
ton circulated among their respective constituents. 

The president here observed that the unfinished business of the 
morning, was the resolution providing a committee of six to wait 
upon the tariff convention about to assemble in New York, which 
had already been submitted to the convention. 

- motion was made that that resolution be indefinitely postpon- 
ed. 
Mr. Parsons, of Alabarna, said he was disposed to vote against 
the resolution, but he desired to see it treated with proper conside- 
ration and deference,and he hoped the resolution to postpone in- 
definitely would be withdrawn. It was not withdrawn, and Mr. 





| ‘president, for the purpose of laying before him your exceliency’s 
| ‘letter, as well as the documents in relation to our claim. From 
‘the interview, I thought I was warranted in auguring the most 
| ‘favorable circumstances; and, indeed, the observations of the 
| ‘president were as satisfactory as I could have wished, and so 
| ‘much so as to induce gen. Hayne, on our quitting the house, to 
| ‘congratulate me on our reception. After waiting several days, in 
| ‘order to give the president an opportunity of examining the pa- 

‘pers, L called again, for the purpose of ascertaining if any thing 
‘was deficient, and if so, to endeavor to supply it. I sent in my 
| ‘eard, with a request to see the president for a few moments. 
| «After waiting two hours, I left the house, and learned at the 

‘door as I departed, that his excellency had left the house, and 
‘gone to the war office. I now began to think the path was not 
‘so clear, particularly from some other omens. I had already en- 
‘jisted all our members of congress in the matter, and also the 
‘vice president, and had requested them, in any interview they 
‘might have with the president, to endeavor to bring up, inciden- 
‘tally, this claim, and to ascertain what he intended to do in the 
‘matter. 

‘It was Mr. Calhoun’s fortune to meet him first, and the subject 
‘was broached, when the president appeared to be averse to the 
i‘whole claim. In the first place, instead of examining the ques- 

‘tion himself, he had, as it appears. referred the whole matter to 
‘the secretary of war, and was waiting for his report; but, in the 
‘mean time, that there might be no delay, (1 suppose), had made 
‘up his mind against us before he examined the subjecte And 
‘now for his reasons: They were various—not one of whieh had 
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‘any thing todo with the merits of the claim: First, the pay- 
‘ment of South Carolina would induce the payment of Massa 
‘chusetts! and this circumstance was a prominent objection to the 
‘payment of our sta'e! Again, the payment of South Carolina 
‘would be the means of deferring the discharge of the national 
‘debt! Yes, sir, it is even true “the national debt!” Again, the 
‘payment of the claim would be a violation of the established 
‘usage of the government and laws of the land!! When driven 
‘from all these positions, as perfectly untenable, he settled down 
*to certain undelinable objections to the claim, which could not 
*be combatted, because they could not be seen. 

*Now, sir. I have no doubt you are very much surprised at all 
‘this; and, indeed, but for a clue to the secret, it would be surpris- 
‘ing to every body. When the papers were left with the general, 
the expressed bimself so clear on the subject, that we thought the | 
‘matter all settled, and would have been so, but for, as I verily 
‘believe, the influence of the secretary of war. It would exceed 
*the limits of a letter to state the situation of this gentleman, and 
‘his ———— at this place. The forms of suciety are more 
‘powerful than the authority of the executive, backed by the se- 
‘eretary of state—and gen. E. and family are living alone in the 














South Carolina had committed her interests, nor to alienate the 
affections of the whole people of the south. Even Massachusetts 
had deep cause of complaint, if a design to prevent the allowance 
of her own just claims had been urged asa reason for defeating 
those of other states. 

Mr. Speer in his letter gives evidence of his chagrin and disap. 
pointment. He anticipates that gov. Miller would also be very 
much surprised—and he says, “but for a clue to the secret, it 
would be surprising to every body.” He repeats, that “when the 
papers were left with the general he expressed himself so clear 
on the subject that he thought the matter all settled.” Mr, 
Speer was a stranger in Washington, and that he should have 
made inquiry to find a clue, to explain tv bim the sudden change 
in the president’s intentions, as communicated by Mr. Calhoun, is 
quite natural. Mr. Calhoun, it appears, Was at no Inss in sug. 
gesting the influence which operated so powerfully on the pres;- 
dent’s mind as to induce him to sacrifice the just rights of his own 
native state—the state which delighted to honor him, and felt ho- 
nored herself in seeing him elevated to the chief magistracy of 
the nation. The influence to which Mr. Calhoun ascribed the 
disappointment of Mr. Speer was the same which he afterwards 


‘city of Washington. ‘The del gation from our state, and others, | pointed out to his friends, particularly those in the cabinet and 


‘have rendered themselves obnoxious by not calling; and the pre- | 


‘sident appears determined to sink or swim with his biographer. | ence of the secretary of war,’ we are distinctly told, defeated the 


hopes of South Carolina, and we are not left to conjectare as to 


*Bat there are other matters of more fearful import to this indi 
‘vidual,in relation to his office, that are whispered here, and will 
‘no doubt soon blow out. Butenough. Lam acting under the di- 
‘rection of our two senators, and shall immediately withdraw my 
‘papers from the executive, and proceed by memorial, and only 


the editor of the Telegraph, as the object of attack. “The influ- 


the motive which operated on him. Mr, Speer is informed that 
“the situation of this gentleman and his ———— at this place” 
[Washington] was the cause of the failure of his mission. 

He was told ‘that the delegation from [his] state [South Caro- 


tregret I did not do it sooner. One word in relation to the tariff: | lina] and others had rendered themselves obnoxious by not calling” 


*There is not the least hope of a change for the better; and as to 





‘the executive, he is not only against us in the matter, but in 


on maj. Eaton and family. 
That the president appeared “determined to sink or swim with 


‘common conversation severely censures the whole proceeding of | his biographer.” 
‘our state. Your most obedient, ALEXANDER SPEER. | 


*P. S. I have written this letter under the influence of mortifi- 
fed feelings, and if there is any observations in it that may appear 
‘harsh, 1 hope you will excuse it. This session will, I think, show 
*South Carolina that she leans on a broken reed if she depends on 
‘any friendship here, in relation to those great interests which 
‘much agitate our country.’ 

From this letter it will be seen that Mr. Speer, when he waited 
on the president, in company with Mr. Hayne, found his disposi- 
tion towards the South Carolina claim such as warranted the most 
favorable augury as to the result of his mission. He says, “the 
observations of the president were as satisiactory as he could 
have wished.”’ Mr. Speer then entisied in favor of the claim the 
vice president and the members of congress from South Carolina; 
and it seems that Mr Speer, faili.g to obtain a second interview 
with the president bimsclf, lcarned the fate of his crrand through 
Mr. Calhoun, **whose fortune it was to meet the president first,” 
and on broaching the subject to ascertain his detcrmination— 

Mr. Calhoun informed Mr. Speer 

SThat the president appeared whiliy adverse to the claim. 

*That he had referred the whole matter to the secretary of war, 
and was waiting for his report.’ 

*That in the meantime he had made up his mind against us 
(the South Carolinians) before he examined the subject.’ 

*That his (the president's) reasons were various, not one of 
which had any thing to do with the claim.’ 

They were that ‘the payment of South Carolina would induce 
the payment of Massachusetts.’ 

That ‘the payment of South Carolina would be the means of de- 
JSerring the discharge of the national debt.’ 

That ‘the payment of the claim would be a violation of the esta- 
blished usage of the government and the laws of the land, 


It seems from Mr. Calhoun’s account of Mr. Speer, that “the 
president was driven from all these positions as perfectly untena- 
ble”—and who, we may ask, could maintain an untenable posi- 
tion against the powerful logic of the vice president?) The presi- 
dent was driven from his positions; and then, to cover his preme- 
ditated injustice, we are told “settled down to certain indefinable 
objections to the claim, which could not be combatted, because 
they could not be seen.” 

If the account here rendered by Mr. Calhoun to South Carolina, 
through her agent at Washington, and her governor at home, 
were true, the president certainly deserved to lose the favor of his 
native state. South Carolina had, with devoted patriotism, con- 
tributed her whole strength to the service of the country through- 
out the war—depending almost entirely on a foreign market for 
the sale of her produce, and supplying her own wants by purchas- 
ing from the interior states, the obstruction of her commerce was 
peculiarly trying; yet her ardent love of country made every sa- 
crifice on her part tolerable. After the war was over, she still bore 
up under the taxes necessary to extinguish the national debt— 
and on the election of her favorite sons, the one to the presidency, 
the other to the vice presidency, she only sought ‘to bring this 


claim (her claim for advances during the war) to the view of the | 


president of the United States through the agent instructed to | sqttlemnent of the eaaeess of (he Sater See Colin = 


proceed to Washington with the claim,so asto procure from him 
a special message on the subject, so that an act of congress be 
passed, authorising a settlement of the demands of this state on 
equitable grounds.” ‘This is the language of the instructions of 
S. Carolina to her agent, which were given to him on the 15th 
December, and he repaired to Washington, it would seem at first 
to be tantalized by the president; and at last, on the dist of the 
same month, to transmit to the governor Mr. Calhoun’s account 
of the insulting subterfuges by which the president disappointed 
all the hopes of his mission. We are not astonished that the 
governor should now admit “that his confidence in the adwinis 
tration had been weakened” by such a representation, and coming 
from so high a sotrrce. Nothing could be better calculated to 


| 


' 


{ 


But that “the forms of society were more powerful than the aw 
thority of the executive, backed by the secretary of state! and gen, 
Eaton and family are living alone in the city H Washington,” 

This explanation, it will be seen, resolves the loss of the South 
Carolina clcims into the prejudices excited against them, in con- 
s+ quence of the delegation of that state rendering itself obnoxious 
by not calling on major Eaton and tamily, thus defying “the aw 
thority of the executive, backed by the secretary of state.” 

We have marked these points distinetly, that the public may 
sce with what precision Mr. Calhoun had, at that early day of the 
administration, selected the objects of his attack, and the mode he 
bad chosen to press it, so as to reach the president and Mr, Van 
Buren through maj. Eaton. ‘The same mode of attack was prose 
cuted by Mr. Caihoun and his organ upon the publication of bis 


| correspondence, and it has been perseveringly followed up since 


j 
| 
? 


| 
; 


by Messrs. Ingliam, Branch and Berrien. This first attempt 
made by Mr, Calhoun himself, through Mr. Speer, it is now evi- 


dent made a deep impression on the governor of South Carolina, 











and was calculated to make the impression throughout the state, 
that the president was under a “*malign influence,” and ready to 
sacrifice justice, consistency, asd gratitude, to the malignant feel- 
ings of his odious favorites, 

What will the people of South Carolina think of the author of 
this artfully contrived tale, when they learn that it is entirely un- 
true—a fabrication which reverses every important fact as they 
stand recorded on the archives of the senate. 

We will give a succinct narrative of the facts in the case, which 
will be found sustained ip every particular by the documents an- 
nexed, 

On the 15th December, 1829, Mr. Speer received his credentials 
from the legislature of South Carolina, and an impressive letter 
from the governor, requesting for the state “the friendly conside- 
‘ration of this claim by the president, and his recommendation to 
‘congress fur its payment, should it comport with his views of 
‘justice.” 

Mr. Speer arrived in Washington about the commencement of 
the Christmas bolydays, and on the day after his arrival. had a 
personal interview with the president, “auguring the most fi 
vorable circumstances.” ‘The president expressed himself so 
clear upon the subject” (to Mr. Speer), that “he thought the mat- 
ter settled.” 

In the spirit thus manifested by the president he immediately 
went to work to investigate the claims of South Carolina, that be 
might have the pleasure of duing justice with the utmost promptr 
tude to the long deferred rights of the state. 

On the 26th of December; Mr. Hagner, third suditor, acknow 











ledges the receipt of the documents, in all likelihood the same day 
on which the president received them from Mr, Speer. The 
documents were received through the secretary of war with a note 
from him to Mr. Haguer, “enquiring [whether his} office afford- 


| ed any information as to the nature and particulars of tbe 





take from the president the respect of the functionaries to whom 


claim.” 


On the 28th of D:cember, Mr. Hagner replied and furnished 
statements “setting forth in detail the deductions made on the 


forms the basis of the claim.” 

Mr. Hagner, it will be seen, in the same note refers to the do 
cuments “to show the causes of the deductions,” and he expressly 
states that the claims were excluded (with the exception of inte 
rest) in the adjustment of the accouuts made by himself under the 
supervision of Mr. Calhoun. He says: 

“The settlement was made agreeably to the rules applicd to other 
‘similar accounts and with regard to all important items, in cov 
‘formity with the decisions thereon, RY THE VICK PRESI- 
‘DENT, THEN SECRETARY OF WAR.” 

This report, dated the 28th of December, had probably, in the 
interim between that and the Sist, came to the knowledge © 
Mr. Calhoun, and in bis conversation with the president, haviws 
allusion to the former settlement of the claims under his own 80° 
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thority, he formed the conclusion that his decision wou!d prove 
anestoppel to the president’s recommendation of the claiins of 
south Carolina to congress—and it suited Mr. Calhoun’s interests 
toaseribe the failure of the application of the governor and legis- 
jature to the “malign influence”? of major Eaton and the secretary 
of state, rather than impute it to his own decision with regard to 
the claims, when secretary at war, and the principles then estab- 
jished by himself. Accordingly, Mr. Calhoun gave the agent of 
south Carolina the account which we find reported in his letter 
of the 31st of December to the governor. 

But Mr. Calhonn, it now appears, reckoned falsely as to the 
jnfuence of his decision, when secretary of war, against the 
claim of South Carolina. The president and the new secretary 
of war determined to look beyond Mr. Calhoun’s settlement, and 
go again into the merits of the claim. 

Ou the 2nd of Jan. two days after Mr. Speer’s private despatch 
was sent to the governor, maj. Eaton made a report to the presi- 
dent, in favor of allowing the claims, on the principles contended 
fur by South Carolina. 

The strict letter of the law gave the states interest on moneys 
advanced for the general government, only where the states paid 
jaterest. South Carolina had sold her bank stocks, which brought 
interest, to make advances, and although she lost interest, she paid 
none. This was the foundation of her equitable claim for this | 
item. Major Eaton, so far from availing himself of the strict let- 
ter of the statute to bar the claim, thus recommends it to the pre- 
sident, with a view to have the claim legalized by congress: 

‘I can perceive no material diffrence in according interest to! 
‘a state, on account of moneys borrowed for the use of the go-| 
‘vernment,and where the advances were from the bank of a state, 
‘the funds being the property of the state.” 

Another principal item in the claim was fur arms purchased by | 
the state, which had been admitted, and a willingness to satisfy | 
the state by an equivalent iu kind from the United States’ armo- | 
riesexpressed. Of this major Eaton says: 

“South Carolina, however, has objected to the tender, and re- | 
‘quested that her demand shall be met in money, and not in arms. | 
‘Yo this there could be no objection, if there were funds within 
‘the control of the department applicable to such a purpose.” 

With these special recommendations, major Eaton refi rred the 
president to the settlement made by the third auditor and Mr. 
Calhoun, for the causes of the rejection, un their part, of the} 
minor items of the claim. 

The president, as will be seen by bis message of the 4th of Jan. 
written two days after the report to him, presents the subject to 
the senate of the United States. After explaining the request of | 
South Carolina, and the duty imposed on him, he says: 

‘This duty I perform with the greatest pleasure, being well, 
‘satisfied that no inducement will be wanting to secure to the’ 
‘claims of a member of the confederacy, that has under all cir: | 
‘cumstances shewn an ardent devotion to the cause of the country, 
‘the must ample justice.” 

Alter presenting the same favorable view of the principal de- 
mand of South Carolina, with the secretary of war, the president 
thus recommends the whole claim to the hind consideration of | 
congress; he says: 

* Acting upon an enlightened sense of national justice and gras | 
‘titude, it is confidently believed that congress will be as mindful | 
‘of this claim, as it has been of others put forward by the states, | 
‘that, in periods of extreme peril, generously contributed to the 
‘service of the union, and enabled the general government to dis- 
‘charge its obligations.” 

Thus, in less than (wenty days after the gorernor and legisla- | 
ture had acted on the subject of the claim, in South Carolina, did 





a 


| United Stutes. 








“One word as tothe tariff: There is not the least hope of a 
‘change for the better; and,as for the executive, he is not only 
‘against usin the matter, but in common conversation severely 
‘censures the whole proceeding of our state.” 

MESSAGE: 

From the president of the United States, communicating docu- 
meuts from the legislature of South Carolina, relating to the 
claim of that state for advances made during the late war. 

To the senate of the United States: 

I have been requested by the legislature of South Carolina, as will 
appear from the documents accompanying this communication, 
to submitto the consideration of congress, certain claims against 
the United States, for advances made by that state during the 
last war. It is conceded, that the redress sought for, can only be 
obtained through the interposition of congress. ‘The only agency 
allowed to me, is, to present such facts in relation to the subject 
as are in the possession of the executive, in order that the whvle 
may be fairly considered. 

This duty I perform with great pleasure, being well satisfied, 
that no inducement will Le wanting to secure to the claims of a 
member of the confederacy, that has, under all circumstances, 
shown an ardent devotion to the cause of the country, the most 
ample justice. 

By a reference to the department of war, for information as to 
the —r* and extent of these claims, it appears that they con 
sist of— 

Ist. Interest on moneys advanced for the United States, which 
have been heretofore reimbursed. 

2d. Certain advances, which, on a settlement of accounts be- 
tween South Carolina and the United States, were disallowed, or 
suspended, by the accounting officers of the treasury. 

In regard to the former, the rule hitherto adopted by congress 
has been, to allow to the states interest only where they had pai 
it on money borrowed, and bad applied it to the use of the 

‘Lhe case of South Carolina does not come strictly 
within this rule, because, instead of borrowing, as she alleges, for 
the use of the United States, upon interest, she applied to the use 
of the United States funds for which she was actually receiving 
an interest; and she is understood to insist, that the lens of inte- 
rest in both cases being equal, and the rehef afforded equally me- 
ritorious, the saine principle of remuneration should be — 

Acting upon an enlightened sense of national justice and grati- 
tude, it is confidently believed, that congress will be as mindful 
of this claim, as it has been of others put forward by the states, 
that, in periods of extreme peril, generously eontributed to the 
service of the union, and enabled the general government to dis- 
charge its obligations. ‘he grounds upon which certain portions 
of it have been suspended, or rejected, will appear from the com- 
munications of the seeretary of war, and third auditor, herewith 


submitted. ANDREW JACKSON, 
January 4th, 1830. 


Executive department, Columbia, 15th December, 1829. 
My dear sir: Whe state of South Carolina has a claim against 
the United States, fur advances made during the late war. IL have 


| been directed by resolution of the legislature, to request the 


friendly consideration of this claim, by the president and his re- 
conmendation to congress, for its payment, should it comport 
with his views of justice. 

Alexander Speer, esq. our principal fiseal officer, is constituted 
a special agent, to attend at Washington, and superintend the 


investigations incident thereto, to whom you are referred for in- 
formation. 


ei) | It cannvt have escaped your recollection, how imminent was 
the president comply with their utmost expectations, by urging 


iton the attention and invoking the “justice and gratitude’’ ot 
congress in itsfavor. In contormity with the president’s wishes, 


the danger of the whole southern country, during the late war, 
when the British fleet hovered on the coast after the capture of 


vis Washington. the United States were under the most solemn 
on the 11th January, the matter was taken up by the military | 


committee in congress, which concluded their report on the sub- | 
ject as follows:— 
**As the committee are of opinion that reliefought to be grant | 
‘ed, they theref ed a bill.” 
» they therefore reported a bill. 


The bill, as a matter of course, was passed to a second reading, 
and there the claim was dropped. 

Will not the public enquire why southern eloquence remained 

silent, and has permitted this equitable and hovorable claim of 
South Carolina to lie in the house unnoticed up to this hour! 
The claim of Massachussetts, which it was pretended the presi- 
dent was unwilling to provide a preeedent for, has since passed 
congress, and received the sanction of the executive. Is it not as- 
tomshing that this circumstance did not put the representatives 
ot South Carolina in mind of the rights of the state? ‘There must 
be some strong reason for such strange apathy. : 
_ We have no inclination to indulge conjecture upon this sub- 
Jeet, but the history of the case suggests the idea, that Mr. Cal- 
houn had an interest in consigning the whole subject to oblivion. 
His whole story of the president's hostility co the claim, and of 
the loss of favor by the southern delegation, through the Eaton 
and Van Buren influence, would have been exposed by the suc- 
cess of the claim. To keep up discontent in the south, it was ne- 
cessary that her honest claims should be urged on the executive 
and congress, and that the people should understand that their 
applications were neglected, or, what is worse, vetoed, beeause 
their high-minded representatives would not stoop to obtain their 
claims from the favor of the wife of the seeretary of war! It was 
necessary, too, for a particular interest, that the closing sentence 
of Mr. Speer’s letter to the governor should have some counte- 
Nance, and that,those concerned might be enabled to jneuleate the 
belief that the president ws averse to the whole interests of the 
south. This sentence which is emphasized in the original, is, we 
think, a clue to the fabrication which was imposed on governor 
Miller. Mr. Speer says: 


aud constitutional obligation to protect this state, which they 
were unable to do, and Jeft us to our own resources. In the hi- 
quidation of advances made by us, interest was withheld, and 
many items rejected, on account of their informality. The im- 
mense sacrifice which is made to the g:neral government, during 
peace, for protection during war, ought to induce a liberal course 
on the part of that government, Which omitted to do what the 
constitution enjoned upon it. 
It was entirely uncertain for some time, whether Charleston, 

or Savannah, or New Orleans, should be the object of the attack 

of the British, when they left the Chesapeake. That a deep so- 
licitade should have been felt, and the most energetic means de- 
vised, by South Carvlina, in this erisis, was to have been expected; 
but that the accounts of this state should be subject to such a rule 
as would esclude many dona fide belligereut expenses, could not 
be rationally anticipated. ‘To your own knowledge of the diffi- 
culties, as well as to a sense of justice, and pledged faith of the 
tederal government, we appeal) tor a promptand final liquidation 
of the balanee still due. With great considerstion, | am, dear 
sir, your most obedient, STEPHEN D. MILLER, 
His excell.ncy Andrew Jackson, president of the United States. 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
December ist. 1829. 

‘The special committee, to whom was referred that part of the 
governor’s message, upon the claims of this state, for moneys ad- 
vanced to the general government during the late war, together 
with the comptroller general's report on the same subject, have 
had the same under consideration, and beg leave to report; that 
your committee have examined the state of the demand against 
the general government, and are of opinion that the same is just, 
fair and equitable, and that it is necessary that the same should 
be prosecuted as specd:ly as possible, and that Alexander Speer, 
now comptroller general, be authorised and directed to proceed to 
Washingtun on this business. Yuur committee are of dpinion,; 
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that it is desirable that the executive of the state bring this claim 


to the view of the president of the United States, through the 
agent instructed to proceed to Washington with the claim, so as 
to procure from him a special message on the subject,so that an act 
of congress be passed, authorising a settlement of the demands of 
this state on equitable grounds, and to this end the committee 
are of opinion the constant attention of our agent will be neces- 


sary: 
| se committee recommend the adoption of the following re- 


solutions: 


\. Resolved, That A. Speer, now comptroller general, proceed 
forthwith to Washington, to prosecute the demands of this state 


against the general government. 


2. Resolved, That A. Speer, now comptroller general, be al- 
lowed one thousand dollars for his services, and in lieu of all ex- 
 agcee in prosecuting the claims of this state, and that the same 


paid him out of the contingent fund by the governor. 


3. Resolved, ‘That the governor be requested to communicate, 
through the agent, with the president of the United States, so as 
to procure from him a special message to congress on the cor- 


rectness of the said claim. 


I do hereby certify, that the foregoing is a true copy of the 
original report, considered and agreed to in the house of repre- 
sentatives,and concurred in by the senate, and of file in my office. 


R. ANDERSON, 
Clerk of the house of representatives. 
Deeember 15, 1829. 


War department, 2d January, 1829. 


Sir: The apptientics for the state of South Carojina which bas 
y you to this department, has been considered, and 


been referred 
the papers are returned, 
I can perceive no material difference in according interest toa 


state, on account of moneys borrowed for the use of the govern- 


ment, and where the advances were from a bank of the state, the 
funds being the property of the state. The objection, however, 
consists in this: that on no occasion has congress gone farther, it 
is believed, than to authorise the payment of interest on funds ac- 
tually procured, and where the state had paid it, or incurred a 
liability to pay it. Thus fir the principle has been admitted in 
legislation, and it is tor congress to determine if it shall proceed 
further. Apart from this, the other claims presented for settle- 


ment consists of various items which have been rejected or sus: | 
pended for reasons which will be found detailed in the report of | 


the third auditor which accompanirs this communication; and by 
two reports of committees in the senate and house of representa- 
tives, made at the first session of the twentieth congress. 

That part of the account which relates to arms supplied by the 
state, has heretofore been admitted, and an offer made to restore 
them from our armories. South Carolina, however, has objected 


to the tender, and requested thather demand shall be met in mo- | 
To this, there could be no oljection, if 
there were funds within the control of the department applicable | 


ney, and not with arms. 


to such a purpose. ‘The amount annually appropriated by con- 

gress for making arms, and thereby to supply the militia, would 

seem to make it an immaterial matter to the government whether 

this admitted demand was satisfied with arms or money. But as 

there are no tunds applicable to such an objcet, legislation be- 

comes necrssary. Very respectfally, J, H, EATON, 
The president of the United States. 


Treasury department, 3d auditor’s office, 28th December, 1829. 

Sir: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, this morning, 
of your note of the 26th instant, enclosing certain documents 
respecting the claim of the state of South Carolina, and inquiring 
whether this office affords any information as to the nature and 
the particulars of the claim, 


In reply, I have to observe that the printed book, being one of 


the documents before mentioned, contains copies of statements, 
furnished form this office, setting forth, in detail, the deductions 
made on settlement of the accounts of the state in this office, 
which form the basis of the claims, (except so far as concerns in- 
terest), and also the causes for those deductions. ‘The setthement 
was made agreeably to the ruies applied to other similar accounts, 
aud, with regard to all the important items, in conformity with 
decisions thereon by the vice president, then secretary of war. 
The statements referred to commence at page 34, and end at page 
72; and in following pages will be found a copy of the account, 
as settled at this office. 

As the report of the committee of claims of the house of repre- 
sentatives on this subject presents a view of the case different 
from that exhibited by the report ofthe military committee of the 
senate, contained in the beok before alluded to, I take the liberty 
of referring you thereto. It may be seen in vol. 4, Ist session 
20th congress, No. 246. The papers are returned. 
respect, your most Obedient servant, 

PETER HAGNER, auditor, 
The hon. John I. Eaton, secretary of war. 


MESSRS. BRANCH AND EATON. 
From the Raleigh Register, October 6. ; 
Gov. Branch, late secretary of the navy, passed through this city 
on Tuesday last, on his way to Tennessee. He called upon us to 
request the publication of the subjoined correspondence, for the pur- 
ose of showing that he has been unfairly dealt with, in maj. Eaton’s 
= publication. In that appeal, with a view of convicting gov. 





Branch of a mean, truckling, subserviency and of feigning a resent. 
ment which he did not feel, maj. Eaton introduces a note from the 

overnor to the president of the U. States, in which he expresses 
Fimsell in terms of great friendship and respect. This note is made 
to bear date on the 29th January, two days a to the fa: 
mous communication made to governor Branch an 


his associates, 


With great | 


ee 


Messrs. Berrien and Ingham, through the instrumentality of co} 
Johnson; and presents the governor in the attitude of being mean 
enough to profess the most ardent friendship for the presiden; 
two days after that officer had offered him an indignity which ng 
independent man would brook. This was well caiculated to 
depress governor Branch in the estimation of highminded men 
and we feel a high degree of gratification therefure, in being able 
to furnish incontestible proof, as the fullowing notes do, that 
the correspondence between him and the president occurred be- 
Sore, instead of afier the coma.unication from colonel Johnson 
and therefore destroys completely the foundation upon which 
major Eaton has raised his superstructure. It remains for Major 
Eaton to explain how the date of governor Branch’s note was 
altered from the 27th to the 29th January. That an alteration 
was made, either intentionally or through mistake, is as plain as 
demunstration itself, and whether the resalt of the one or the 
other, it has given Mr. Eaton a momentary triumph which this 
explanation must counteract. 

On the 26th of January. the president of the United States, ad- 
dressed the following note tu governor Branch: 

“January 26th, 1830. 

“The president with his respects to governor Branch has the 
pleasure to inform him that he has seen major Eaton and he has 
authorised the president to say to him that he will with pleasure 
have a friendly interview with governor Branch in the presence 
of major Barry whenever it may suit governor Branch and his 
convenience—the president communicates this wish with much 
pleasure as he hopes all misunderstanding will be explained.” 

To this note, governor Branch returned the following answer, 
being the same as is introduced by Mr. Eaton, except that the 
true date should be the 27th of January, instead of the 29th, as 
represented by him: 








‘* Navy department, Jan, 27, 1830, 
“Dear sir: Ihave received your note of yesterday’s date, and 
,do most cheerfully accept your friendly mediation; more, how- 
'ever, from a desire to give you an additional evidence of the friend - 
lly feelings which have actuated my bosom towards yourself, than 
\from a consciousness of having given to major Eaton just cause 
| for the withdrawal of his friendship. Asa turther manifestation 
| of the frankness which I trust will ever characterise my eonduet, 
| I agree to meet him this day at two o’elock, in the presence of 
| Major Barry, at Mr. Van Buren’s, and in his presence also. 
Your’s traly, JOHN BRANCH, 
To the president of the United States.” 
On the same day, the 27th of January, Mr. Eaton addressed the 
| following note tu gov. Branch, showing conclusively, from its 
date, that it was on the 27th and not the 29th, that gov. Branch 
| replicd to the president: 





“627th January, 1830. 
It will not be in my power to aceord to day to the suggestion 
of your note to the president I will advise you of the time when 
| 1 shall be able todo so. Respectfully, J. H. FATON, 
| On the next day, Mr. Eaton addressed the subjoined note to 
gov. Branch, which shows from its date, that it could not have 
| been the 29th upon which he addressed his note to the president: 
“January 28,1830, 
| Sir: major Barry will be at my office presently who may be 
| present if you have no objection to the interview propos-d, and 
which may take place at your reom or my own as you may pre- 
fer. I will come over or you can come here. Respectfully, 
J.H, EATON,” 


To this note, Mr. Branch replied that he would meet major 
Eaton in the office of the attorney-general, in the presenee 0 
major Barry and the attorney general, and the meeting aceord- 
ingly took place in a few moments thereafter, as will be seen 
from the following hasty note from Mr. Eaton to the governor: 

‘‘Mr. Berrien isin his room, if you will walk over. 1 have no 
objc ction, J.H.E.” 

There having been some discussion in the Georgia papers, on 
the subject of the sentiments of Wilson Lumpkin, the candidate 
for the office of governor of Georgia, in reference to general 
Jackson, Since the controversy between general Jackson and Mr. 
Calhoun, in which Mr. Lumpkin took a part, we give the follow- 
ing conclusive letter on the subject, which we find in the Mil- 
ledgeville “Union.” 

Monroe, 19th September, 1831. 

Gentlemen: A report has reached me this morning, that a po- 
litical combination, who undertakes to dictate to the people of 
Georgia,and prostrate the fair standing of every man who re 
fuses to yield to their mandates, have a new arrangement in pre- 
paration to misrepresent and do me great injustice. The story 
is, they are attempting to make it appear that I am unfriendly to 
, gen. Jackson—and that I em united with Mr. Calhoun against 
him. If they are thus engaged, it completes the infamy and 
disgrace of a combination of most daring office seekers, that ever 
existed in a civilized community. 

You know that I speak the truth when I affirm, that, from the 
commencement of the disagreement between the president an 
vice president,to the present moment, IL have uniformly, in pri- 
vate and public, said, we must xustain Jackson; the interest of 
Georgia and the union will be best promoted by his re-election. 

My friends and toes know that I have been faithful in my sup- 
port of the president. He knows it. Mr. Calhoun knows it. How 
can it be possible, that the revilers of Jackson—hi» eleventh hour 
friends—seltish friends—can now rise up, and expeet to profit, by 
pushing me out of my own stand, and placing themselves in ™Y 
tracks? 

They must presume upon the ignorance of the people. 
upon ¢thcir virtue and intelligence. Respectfully yours, 
WILSON LUMPKIN. 
Messrs. Polhill G Cuthbert, Milledgevilie, Geo. 


I rely 
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